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Action now! 


Searchlight has been a ferocious critic of the lack of impact of the European Year 
Against Racism and the squandering of the few funds provided for it. So we are 
pleased to see that the arrival of a new team at the Home Office is bringing 
improvements. Under Secretary of State Mike O’Brien recently told Home Office 
staff responsible for the British element of the Year to make more money avail- 
able to groups wishing to carry out projects. His predecessors’ policy was to 
spend as little as possible, leaving local authorities and trade unions to find the 
money. The £300,000 of funds that the new minister has released may not be new 
money, but it is money the Home Office was not allowed to use for anti-racist 
projects before the defeat of the Tories. 

It is not clear how European officials in Brussels viewed the lack of financial 
support for grass roots work in Britain and elsewhere in the European Union. 
Searchlight has applied for support for its international work against the nazi 
“Peddlers of Hate” in music and on the Internet, in conjunction with colleagues 
in Germany and Sweden. This work continues despite the lack so far of financial 
backing from the Home Office or Brussels for this vital work with young people. 

We also welcome the fact that the new government is taking a more humane 
line on the reunification of married couples and families from abroad. This 
makes it all the more surprising that the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, is reported 
to be planning a vigorous French-style campaign to expel alleged illegal immi- 
grants and refugees. 

After Searchlight revealed a last-minute Conservative plan to kill off the 
European Racism Monitoring Centre, the Conservatives backed down on the eve 
of the general election and promised to fall in line with our European partners. 
Now Labour has quickly fulfilled its pre-election promise to support the centre. 
Unfortunately we understand that it may be a year before it is operating. 

Fascist electoral activity is growing throughout Europe and Jorg Haider’s 
Freedom Party could achieve a breakthrough in next year’s Austrian elections. 
At the other end of the fascist spectrum, the terrorists and thugs who feed on dis- 
illusioned young people must be fought. Whatever the monitoring centre may do, 
we hope that the Home: Office will consult us and others active in fighting the 
nazi threat to determine what steps can be taken now to stop the nazis’ million 
pound business empire from expanding even further. 

Meanwhile, the thought of the TUC taking this year’s Respect festival into 
what the British National Party appears to view as its home turf in east London 
must raise spirits. If the TUC is in the business of winning hearts and minds in 
the areas where the BNP does well in elections, by a show of massive anti-racist 
and anti-fascist solidarity, it deserves everyone’s support. 
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Nick Griffin ... The Sting 
Part 2: Inside the National Front 


Last month Searchlight and the Cook Report 
revealed Nick Griffin’s secret plans to lead the 
whole of the British far right. Griffin, a former 
chairman of the National Front and recently 
tipped as the next leader of the British National 
Party, fell for an undercover sting operation 
and handed over a detailed blueprint for 
power, including precise costings. 

This month we look more closely at some of 
the people Griffin gathered around him and at 
the effect the exposure is having on Britain’s 
far right. Then on page 8 we examine how 
Griffin has progressed through the far right 
since the early 1980s and who might be pulling 


his strings. 


rom an early stage of our operation 
Feces Nick Griffin, the budding 

British National Party leader told us of 
his plan to amalgamate the BNP with the 
National Front to form the British National 
Front. Griffin said that the only man of quali- 
ty within the NF, Wayne Ashcroft, was 
already in favour of this plan. Searchlight and 
The Cook Report decided to place someone 
close to Ashcroft to uncover the extent of his 
collaboration with Griffin. 

While two undercover agents were concen- 
trating on Griffin and the BNP, we arranged 
for a third to join the NF in the West 
Midlands. Claiming to be a former paratroop- 
er who had recently bought himself out of the 
forces, he moved into a bedsit in Birmingham 
and wrote off to the NF. He said he was 
looking for revenge after his wife had run off 
with a black man. 

Within a couple of weeks he received a 
standard information pack and letter from 
John McAuley, the NF leader, but by this 
time he had already contacted the party’s 
- West Midlands branch through its advertised 
phone number. It took only a few weeks for 
him to get established in the NF and not much 
longer to become Ashcroft’s closest buddy, 
assisting him throughout the general election 
campaign. During this time he was to become 
a regular at West Midlands NF meetings, 
have two meetings with McAuley and meet 
the NF’s south London organiser, Terry 
Blackham. Ashcroft was so impressed by our 
undercover agent that he was already 
discussing making him _ the  party’s 
Birmingham organiser in place of Norman 
Tomkinson. 

For someone who is still only 19, Ashcroft 
has come a long way within the, albeit small, 
movement. He is the NF’s West Midlands 
regional organiser, chairman of the Young 
National Front, an NF Executive member and 
the party’s Wolverhampton and Walsall 


branch organiser. 
He is even 
tipped to replace 
McAuley _ before 
long. 

Ashcroft began 
his political activi- 
ty on the left, 
being close to a 
leading Labour 
politician. When 
he was 17 he 
underwent an ide- 
ological transfor- 
mation and joined 
the NF. Before 
long he was disil- 
lusioned again and 
decided to join the 
BNP, but returned 
to the NF when McAuley offered him a 
position as organiser. 

Recently thrown out of his home for his 
political beliefs, Ashcroft works as a postman 
in Walsall. He has strong right-wing religious 
tendencies, being a keen listener to Radio 
Caroline and a subscriber to American 
Christian publications. His fanaticism is 
evident in his political activity. He lives, 
breathes and dreams the NF, his keenness 
often bringing him into conflict with other 
members whom he considers lazy. 

Ashcroft originally made contact with 
Griffin to seek information on the NF’s previ- 
ous leader, Ian Anderson. According to 
Ashcroft, Anderson used the excuse that the 
NF was blamed for the Dublin football riot of 
February 1995 in order to change the party’s 
name to the National Democrats. Ashcroft 
and most of the West Midlands NF were 
opposed to the change and organised an 
unsuccessful rearguard bid to prevent it. 

Griffin took an instant liking to Ashcroft, 
who must be considered one of the most com- 





secretly 


John McAuley, leader of the National Front, demonstrating in 
support of Ulster loyalists in the 1980s 


mitted activists on the right. While he was 
scathing of the rest of the NF: “they’re a 
pitifully small organisation with such low 
grade people”, he admired Ashcroft: “I’m in 
contact with the one person of any real talent 
in the National Front”. 

The reason for this ringing endorsement 
was because Griffin thought Ashcroft was the 
vehicle for him to move into the NF. “The NF 
is very small, probably something in the 
region of a hundred members, but it has a 
well known name which has enormous poten- 
tial.” Griffin hoped to merge the organisations 
with himself as leader and Ashcroft as his 
deputy. As for those in the NF who opposed 
this plan, Griffin would ensure that they 
found it impossible to act. 

While Ashcroft was open to Griffin’s 
suggestions and regularly announced at 
branch meetings that Griffin was the future 
leader of the right, he was not totally 
convinced. During a number of discussions 
recorded by our undercover 
operative, Ashcroft let his true feelings about 
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of whom Ashcroft thought fit to stand 


Griffin emerge. “He’s not clever. He’s 
Cambridge University and all this nonsense, 
but that doesn’t make him a natural political 
leader. Well he’s not.” 

Ashcroft was amused at the infighting 
within the BNP, especially between Griffin 
and the London BNP, led by Tony Lecomber. 
“They’re all after the top job, they all want to 
be the main Fiihrer, the main dictator. 
They’re stabbing each other in the back. My 
way is different. I'll watch them annihilate 
each other and then cut through the middle. 
They’ll get a shock when they find out that 
I’m deputy chairman!” 

Ashcroft recognised that the name National 
Front had greater recognition than the BNP. 
“That’s the name,’ screamed Ashcroft, 
waving an NF poster in front of our hidden 
camera, “To see that on the f***ing lamp- 
post strikes fear into your niggers and Pakis. 
To see the BNP doesn’t have the same effect. 
National Front, there’s nothing better than 
that. One National Front candidate at an 
election is as good as ten BNP. The National 
Front is the name and while I’m around, the 
BNP won’t get their hands on it. As - 


Wayne Ashcroft (centre) with local activists Alan Humphries (left) and 
Ron Cartlidge. The three of them had regular meetings with our under- 
cover agent. Right the NF’s two local general election candidates, neither 





VOTE GEORGE CARTWRIGHT 
DUDLEY NORTH 
On Thursday 1st May 











they call themselves the National 
Front.” 
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VOTE ALAN HUMPHRIES 
WALSALL NORTH 
On Thursday 1st May 











Ashcroft admitted having a number of pri- 
vate meetings with Griffin to explore com- 
mon ground. However, he was surprised to 
receive a phone call from Griffin in mid April 
telling him that he might be the focus of a 
television programme. “He told me that he 
had mentioned my name to the people.” 
Ashcroft was left in no doubt that Griffin had 
been completely fooled. “They all fell for it, 
hook, line and sinker. If they didn’t fall for it 
why did he tell them about me?” 


hen Griffin heard about the arrival 
of a former special forces man in 
the NF, he was convinced he had 


uncovered the second part of our operation. 
Fortunately for us, Ashcroft did not believe 
Griffin and continued to confide and trust in 
our man. 

Despite having almost 100 members at his 
disposal in the West Midlands, Ashcroft was 


particularly short of activists to help in the ~ 


general election campaign. After a slow start, 
our undercover agent soon emerged as 
Ashcroft’s saviour, a role for which Ashcroft 
was publicly to thank him only days before 
he was doorstepped by The Cook Report. 
Writing in the May issue of the West 
Midlands NF bulletin, Ashcroft gives a spe- 
cial “thank you to Ian Charles for his hard 
work”. 

Without transport of his own, Ashcroft 
used our man as his driver to ferry him 
around the country. On two occasions they 
drove south to meet McAuley, first to discuss 
the election campaign and then to collect the 
leaflets. It was during these long car journeys 
that Ashcroft was most open about the 
internal problems facing the NF. 

It is obvious that McAuley is despised by 
the majority of NF members, including most 
of the party’s organisers. To Ashcroft, 
McAuley is a lazy idiot who, like most of the 
other organisers in the NF, prefers to sit 
drinking in a pub all day rather than get on 





for Griffin, he thinks he’s f***ing 
full of it. 

“Griffin thinks that I am going to 
go over to them. I mean I won’t, the 
only time I’d go over to them is if 
the NF really went through shit and I 
couldn’t salvage it and I'd say, right 
then, we’ve got a name here in the 
National Front which is of great use. 
More use than the f***ing BNP. The 
only time I’d go over to them is if 





Right: Norman Tomkinson 
(second from left), the NF’s 
Birmingham organiser, whom 
Ashcroft wanted to replace 
with our undercover agent. 
With him are two long-time 
local NF activists, Sid 
Arrowsmith (left) and Dave 
Bakewell (right with flag) 
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Above: Ray Hodgetts (left) at last year’s NF Remembrance Day parade. Above 
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right: his close friend Brian Hyde, an NF member since its formation in 1967. 
Below: lan Shepherd, who with his brother, Mark, raises funds for the branch 


with party work. “Under McAuley the 
National Front is going nowhere. We'll 
takeover, I’ve always said it. Once people of 
intelligence and greater ability than the likes 
of McAuley come along, they’ll automatical- 
ly take over and he’Il be cut out.” 

Ashcroft’s hostility towards McAuley is 
shared by most of the West Midlands NF. At 
a meeting at the beginning of the year, 
McAuley failed to fulfil a speaking engage- 
ment because no one in the branch would 
pick him up from the station. Even Terry 
Blackham seems to have little time for him. 
McAuley did not even bother to attend his 
own election meeting in Beckenham, which 
Blackham had _ organised to support 
McAuley’s candidature. Ashcroft was the 
main speaker and the meeting was a complete 
disaster, with only 20 of the 60 people 
expected turning up. 

If Ashcroft has little time for McAuley, his 
views about other NF organisers are hardly 
more __ flattering. Although Norman 
Tomkinson continues to be Birmingham 
branch organiser, his future is very much in 
doubt. “My only interest in Norman is with 
the West Midlands NF, he has the contact 
line, but that will be a thing of the past when I 
have a phone put into my flat.” Ashcroft even 
suggested replacing Tomkinson with our 
undercover operative. 

The election campaign gave our undercover 
agent time to ingratiate himself with Ashcroft 
and the other activists within the region. He 
and Ashcroft would meet three or four times 
a week, sometimes alone and sometimes with 
two other local activists, Ron Cartlidge and 
Alan Humphries. 

Humphries, who stood in Walsall North in 
the recent general election, is the laughing 
stock of the branch. Nicknamed “Cat 
Weasel”, Humphries spends most of his days 
drunk. Given a choice, Ashcroft would not 
have allowed him to stand: “He’s only stand- 
ing because he knows Ill take him out on the 





Ashcroft was left in no doubt 
that Griffin had been complete- 
ly fooled. “They all fell for it, 
hook, line and sinker. If they 
didn't fall for it why did he tell 
them about me?” 


piss,” said Ashcroft, who being only 19 is too 
young to stand. “If I could I would. We’d do 
away with him.” 

The other local candidate was George 
Cartwright, who stood in Dudley North. A 
local man, he moved away to Devon several 
years ago taking the branch funds. However, 
that did not prevent him being selected, 
though much to the annoyance of Ashcroft. “I 
didn’t want him as the candidate but it’s out 
of my hands. I know he’s ’ad off with the 
money. I wouldn’t give him the time of day, 





he’s f***ing useless but they [the NF 
branch] voted for him.” 

Although the NF is numerically far 
superior than the BNP in the West 
Midlands, Ashcroft has very few other 
activists he can call on. The majority of 
the branch, which meets monthly at 
The Bridge pub, Bank Street, Brierley Hill, 
are remnants of the NF’s heyday. The vast 
majority of the regular attenders are pension- 
ers, some of whom have a history in the right 
stretching back several decades. 

One of them, Brian Hyde, was a founding 
member of the NF and used to be official 
newsreel cameraman at its events in the 
1970s. His close friend is Ray Hodgetts, a 
political butterfly, forever flitting between the 
NF and BNP, although he has always had 
some connection with the NF since its 
inception. Another regular attender at branch 
meetings is Charles Booth, a former district 
leader of the British Union of Fascists, who 
was interned with Oswald Mosley, the BUF 
leader, during the war. 

Two more local activists and close friends 
are Dave Bakewell and Sid Arrowsmith. One 
interesting blast from the past, well known to 
longstanding Searchlight readers, is Peter 
Marriner. Although not officially a member 
of the NF, he was present at the branch 





.meetings attended by our undercover agent 


and seems to act as a consultant to Ashcroft. 

The main fundraisers for the local branch 
are the Shepherd brothers, Ian and Mark. 
They come from the Russell Farm estate in 
Dudley and together run a building company, 
although they seem slightly shy about the 
local council knowing. Whether they have 
local authority contracts is not known. The 
other organisers in the region are Tomkinson 
(Birmingham) and John Lord (Dudley). 

Alongside the rump of old NF activists at 
branch meetings is the Combat 18 group 
around Andy Nolan and David Windmill. 
Nolan, the principle C18 contact in the West 
Midlands, doubles up as lead singer in the 
nazi band Razor’s Edge. While he never 
misses a meeting and attended the NF rally in 
London last November, Ashcroft is sceptical 
about his presence and commitment. 

“C18 aren’t going to lift a finger to help the 
National Front,” Ashcroft complains. “They 
are only interested in us for what we can do 
for them. Which is f*** all. So as it stands, 
they come to our meetings to watch what we 
do, so we don’t become a threat to them. 
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They control a niche of the music and the 
f***ing thuggery. Bollocks to them. 

“All of them are a waste of time unless they 
rejoin the NF. They have let the party down, 
they’ ve let the cause down. I’m not interested 
in them. I’d never say it to them because it’s 
more than my life is worth, but it has to be 
said, when it’s just you and me f***ing about 
with this. It makes you realise what these 
people are doing, playing in their f***ing 
rock bands. 

“You are dealing with football hooligans, 
that’s what they are. That’s what the link is 
with Norman [Tomkinson], football and 
f***ing football hooliganism. These are your 
people at Lansdowne Road [Dublin], Norman 
knew that was going to happen. To me these 
people have done more damage than they can 
ever know, and I’m not going to do what 
Norman does and go running round to them.” 

Writing on the Internet, Griffin gave the 
impression that his detective work had pre- 
vented a television programme being made 
about the far right. In the belief that he had 
foiled our sting operation, Griffin wrote: 


It was only because of his 
keenness to impress our 
undercover investigators that 
Griffin explained his future 
desires for the NF, as a result 
of which the organisation was 
targeted. Worse still, he makes 


no apology — his arrogance 
defies belief 


“The other task was to notify other national- 
ists who might also be in the frame. Principal 
among these were senior members of the 
National Front ... we were intrigued to learn 
that a very strange approach from a tall, 
strongly-built man claiming to work in ‘secu- 
rity’ had indeed been made to some of their 
people.” 

Nowhere in this 11-page document does he 
admit that it was only through his crass arro- 
gance, stupidity and self importance that 
Ashcroft’s name was ever learnt by 
Searchlight. It was only because of his keen- 
ness to impress our undercover investigators 
that he explained his future desires for the 
NF, as a result of which the organisation was 
targeted. Worse still, he makes no apology — 
his arrogance defies belief. 

Since learning about our operation, Griffin 
has written to Ashcroft explaining that now 
the cat is out the bag, they might as well 
launch their plan for their united organisation. 
But Ashcroft is in no mood for Griffin’s 
games. He blames Griffin entirely for expos- 
ing the NF and is disgusted by his arrogance. 
It seems that the joint Searchlight/Cook 
Report investigation has ended all attempts to 
unify the right and in the process has com- 
pletely exposed the NF. 

In Ashcroft’s words: “Griffin fell for it 
hook, line and sinker ... The National Front 
is the name and while I’m around, the BNP 
won’t get their hands on it. As for Griffin, he 
thinks he’s f***ing full of it.” 
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Sked puts skids 
under Deavin 


While Nick Griffin travels the country to save 
his political career, his sidekick, Mark 
Deavin, is having more difficulty. Indeed, his 
career seems to have hit a brick wall. Last 
month’s Searchlight announced that Deavin 
had acquired a job with a British university 
and within a week was travelling in the USA, 
promoting the college. Within a week of 
being informed of his politics, the university 
terminated Deavin’s contract. His academic 
future now looks bleak. 

“The last few weeks have undoubtedly 
been the worst of my life,” Deavin wrote in a 
letter to Dr Alan Sked. “Having lost my 
Grandmother last week, it seems I’ve lost my 
job and academic career this week ...”. 

Dr Sked, Deavin’s former PhD tutor at the 
London School of Economics and leader of 
the United Kingdom Independence Party , 
holds a similar view. In an interview for The 
Cook Report, Sked states that Deavin could 
have been the economic historian of his gen- 
eration, but is now consigned to the lunatic 
fringes. 

Sked’s anger towards Deavin, formerly a 
very close friend, emerged after the UKIP 
leader heard a tape of Deavin and Griffin 
secretly plotting to infiltrate and disrupt the 
UKIP. Both men also made a number of dis- 
paraging remarks about Sked. Sked told 
Searchlight that he was shocked by what he 
had heard, and promised to deal swiftly with 
these extremists. This he seems to have done. 

Out of a job, Deavin has returned home to 
Birmingham, where he must contemplate his 
future. Even remaining in the British National 
Party now seems in question. John Tyndall, 
the BNP leader, and others seem happy to 
place much of the blame on the young man’s 
shoulders. Whether this has been instigated 


by Griffin in order to save his own skin is 
uncertain. 

Searchlight has acquired a copy of the five- 
page letter that Deavin sent to Sked shortly 
after the publication of last month’s issue. It 
is a last ditch, frantic attempt to salvage his 
academic career, which he accepted appeared 
to be over. The letter is littered with inaccura- 
cies, falsehoods and distortions. 

Central to the letter is Deavin’s assertion 
that Griffin was merely an_ intellectual 
acquaintance discovered last summer through 
his grandparents. Deavin strenuously denies 
having real political affiliation to the BNP, 
although he does admit that during his discus- 
sions with Griffin: “I was compelled to face 
up to certain political questions and issues 
which I had previously ignored or remained 
unaware of”. Any interest in the BNP was 
simply one of curiosity and respect for 
Griffin. He even gives the impression that he 
was somehow hounded and coerced into 
attending the BNP annual rally in London. 

This version of Deavin’s political interest 
seems quite at odds with what was related to 
our undercover investigators. Deavin was 
introduced to us as Griffin’s number two, 
someone “who had only joined the party a 
year ago, but showed great promise”. Deavin 
himself seemed quite confident about his own 
political views when he said: “I finished my 
PhD, I could get a job and be a lecturer by 
now, lead a normal career, a normal life. But I 
believe in my people, I believe in my country. 
I believe in my civilisation, which is not just 
British but European, and I want to fight for 
the preservation, the survival of my race.” 

Indeed, he seemed quite certain of his 
involvement in Griffin’s plans to become 
leader: “We have all the ideas. Nick and I 








Mark Deavin BA MA (I £eds) Ph.D. (London) 


23. Gibbins Road 
Selly Oak 
Birmingham B29 6PG 
June 5 1997 
Alan Sked 
Dear Alan, 


I hope things are as well with you as can be expected in light of the mess which we 
both find ourselves in. The last few weeks have undoubtedly been the worst of my life. 
Having Jost my Grandinother last week, it seems I've lost my job and academic career 
this weck, solely because of ‘politically incorrect’ views which I am supposed to 
hold. The way I've been treated merely confirms the truth, which L had long suspected, 
that our cguntry has céascd to be a true democracy. 








The beginning of the five-page letter to Dr Alan Sked in which Deakin tries to 
salvage his reputation and academic career 











the UKIP on 7 June. The 400-strong audience had gathered to hear him speak days after Searchlight’s revelations about 
Deavin’s attempt with Griffin to infiltrate the UKIP. Left: outside the meeting two activists from the extreme right-wing 
publication Right Now! try to undermine Sked and the UKIP’s democratic leadership 


have the ideas, we have the people in mind. 
What we need from you is experience, 
knowledge and finance.” 

These people included Christian Jackson, 
the BNP’s Northwest regional organiser, of 
whom Deavin said: “he’s very intelligent, 
also a strong character. He’s one of the best 
people we know. I’m actually going up at the 
beginning of March, I’m going to speak at his 
local [BNP] branch.” 

These are hardly the views and actions of 
someone who has little involvement in the 
BNP. And this says nothing about Deavin’s 
own admission, on a day without alcohol, that 
he was responsible for researching the obnox- 
iously antisemitic BNP publication, Who are 
the mind-benders?, produced earlier this year, 
which asserts that Britain’s media are under 
Jewish control. Certainly this perception was 
not far from Deavin’s mind when he wrote in 
the letter to Sked: “The only people who gain 
is Searchlight magazine and their anti-British 
backers who also run Roger Cook”. 

Nor does it answer how he was due to 


speak at a private BNP fundraising event in 
Lancashire if he had no connection with the 
fascist party. Even his assertion that he had no 
involvement in the BNP’s election campaign 
is at odds with what Griffin wrote in a letter, 
when he informed our undercover men that 
Deavin was tied up towards the end of March 
with organising the BNP’s election campaign. 

The central plank to Deavin’s letter is that 
neither he nor Griffin have or had any 
intention to harm or disrupt the UKIP. He 
claims that the only conversations he has ever 
had with Griffin about the UKIP, at our 
secretly videoed dinner or earlier, concerned 
the possibility of the two organisations merg- 
ing into a single, broad-based patriotic move- 
ment. Anyone with the slightest knowledge of 
Griffin’s career would know that such a 
merger would be impossible: Griffin has split 
and disrupted any organisation that he himself 
has not wholly controlled. 

As reported in last month’s Searchlight, 
Deavin and Griffin were quite unequivocal in 
their attitude towards the UKIP. Under the 





9.30 - 10.30 Plenary | 


John Ramsden - Mr Churchill goes to Fulton 


11.00 - 12.00 Parallels | 


12.15 - 1.15 Parallels {I 


The cold war and European integration: 





Thursday 17 July 


9.00 - Registration, British Local History Room. 


Mark Lawrence - Great Britain and the Origins of the US Committment to South East Asia, 1944 -50 
N S Davis - The third wheel: Britain in US-iranian relations during the early cold war 


| _ Till Geiger - Britain and the economics of the North Atlantic Alliance 1949-55 


Mark Deavin - The origins of the European movement in Britain after 1945 
and James Ellison - The Foreign Office, Europe and the cold war in the mid-1950s 








Part of the agenda for the third morning of the Institute of Contemporary British 
History conference on Britain and the Cold War, where Mark Deavin is billed to 
speak on the origins of the European movement in Britain after 1945 


new Labour government: “The BNP will be 
the official opposition in the inner cities, in 
working class areas. The UKIP will be the 
official opposition in the shires, the county 
areas, the middle class opposition. That party 
is a serious opposition to us in middle 
England, but, if we had the resources, we 
could tear it to pieces.” 

The threat that the UKIP poses to the BNP 
has been highlighted in a number of 
Spearhead articles over the last two years. At 
no time in these articles or during our sting 
operation has anyone in the BNP expressed 
anything but hostility towards the anti- 
European organisation. Deavin’s contention 
that Griffin was even interested in joining the 
UKIP is laughable. As editor of Spearhead 
and a supposedly dedicated fascist, what 
interest would Griffin have in joining the 
UKIP other than to cause disruption or recruit 
out of it. 

Even Deavin was quite scathing about the 
UKIP. “This party is a safety guard, it’s been 


..created to channel away opposition from true 


nationalist parties. The leadership is totally in 
the pockets of the establishment, so we have 
here a leadership totally outside our horizon, 
but a membership that is definitely within our 
power on the right. Now my belief is that we 
have a tremendous capacity to take advantage 
of this situation and recruit from this 
membership.” 

Deavin is billed to speak at the Institute of 
Contemporary History conference on the 
Cold War on 17 July. Whether he will, now 
that the Institute is aware of his politics, is 
uncertain. What is clearer is that Deavin’s last 
attempt to rescue his academic career and 
friendship with people in the UKIP seems to 
have failed. Deavin once had a glittering 
future ahead of him, a first-class academic 
career, a potential book on his PhD subject 
and the possibility of work at the British 
Academy. All this seems over as he has cho- 
sen the lunatic fringes of British political 
thought. Dr Sked told Searchlight that he did 
not believe any of Deavin’s crocodile tears 
for one moment: “He seems to confuse 
patriotism with fascism”. 
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The Griffin ‘X Files’ 


omewhere in the deepest recesses of 

the intelligence services must be a file 

that could tell us all we want to know 
about the exploits of Nick Griffin and a series 
of disasters that have hit the extreme right, 
not only in Britain but in a number of other 
countries as well. 

The most telling fact about Griffin may be 
that he is a graduate of Cambridge University, 
which has been a prime recruiting ground for 
Britain’s intelligence services since before the 
Second World War. 

The suspicion that British intelligence has 


Strange things were certainly taking place. 
Supplies of costly Libyan propaganda 
material were flooding into the NF to be sold 
to swell its coffers on top of what the Italians 
were already chipping in. Joe Pearce the NF’s 
leading young organiser, who served two 
prison sentences for editing the NF’s youth 
hate sheet Bulldog, is known to have visited 
the Libyan People’s Bureau two weeks before 
WPC Yvonne Fletcher was gunned down by 
its inmates. 

Gary Gallo, a prominent new activist on the 
American far right, suddenly became the 


fascist movement, believe Gallo was a state 
asset. 

When Griffin visited the USA, he had deal- 
ings with Glen Miller, the leading light in the 
White People’s Party, a far right paramilitary 
group. Within weeks of Griffin’s return to 
Britain, Miller and his associates had been 
rounded up on charges of illegal possession 
of weapons. 

In Spain a senior army officer who 
developed close links with Britain’s political 
soldiers received a long prison sentence for 
acting as a spy for the Libyan regime. 


played an active role in shaping the far right  NF’s international partner. Today many 


for its own ends is not new. In 1989 people, both on the right and in the US anti- 


MEIBION GLYNDWR 
- ER BUDD CYMRU 


Searchlight turned the spotlight on 
the National Front’s “political sol- 
diers” of that time, in From Ballots 
to Bombs, published as a follow-up 
to the Channel Four Dispatches 
programme, Disciples of Terror, 
shown the previous year. On the 
final page we quoted one of several 
fascists who had assisted us with 
insights to the NF’s political soldier 
wing: “Those few of us remaining 
in the higher echelons below the 
chiefs feel we are on a runaway 
train to personal and _ political 
disaster and cannot get off, but we 
wonder who is really running the 
railway”. 

The book ends by asking: “Can it 
be that when a Welsh MP earlier 
this year claimed that the Welsh 
bombing campaign had _ been 
conducted by fascists with a section 
of the intelligence services turning 
a blind eye, he had hit the nail on 
the head?” 

To put these comments into 
context one has to go back even 
further — to the early 1980s when 
the convicted Italian fascist terror- 
ists Roberto Fiore and Massimo 
Marsello arrived in Britain after 
working for MI6 in the Middle 
East. Not only did they make 
political contact with Griffin and 
his associates, but Fiore actually 
started a business in partnership 
with Griffin and lived under the 
same roof in southwest London. 

The whole ethos of the NF, 
developed since its formation in 
1967, was turned on its head by 
Griffin and his associates, who 
were to take over from the old 
guard and impose a policy of 
alignment with and support for 
extremist regimes and _ groups 
around the world, as well as in 
Britain, Wales and Ireland. 

Some years later a parliamentary 
question about Fiore and_ his 


As if that were not enough, shortly before 
production of Disciples of Terror was 








PLAID CYMRU, the Welsh ‘Nationalist’ party has at last shown 
clearly that it has been taken over by a repulsive mixture of 
Westminster toadies and neo-Marxist internationalists. 

But a group of genuine Welsh nationalists have reacted to Plaid's total 
failure to stand up against the mass purchase of over 20,000 second 


homes by wealthy English buyers. 


The purchase of second homes 
means that young Welsh people 
cannot afford to live in their own 
homeland and is hastening the 
closure of schools and shops hit 
by the resulting fall in population. 

This problem is now 
threatening the very existance of 
the Welsh culture and language - 
one of the oldest and most 
beautiful in Europe. 


MORTAL THREAT 


Faced with this mortal threat to 
their nation, true nationalists in 
Wales have set up a shadowy 
organization known as Meibion 
Glyndwr - the Sons of Glyndwr - 
after the national hero and leader 
of the great Welsh revolt against 
the early English Empire. 

In a desparate and dramatic 
campaign to make up for the 
total failure of their elected 
‘representatives’, they have 
firebombed a total of over 130 
holiday homes and estate agents 
who advertize heavily in the 
yuppie press. 

The campaign has now lasted 
nine years and seems to be being 
stepped up, but the police have 
found little to go on and have 
complained about the lack of help 
from the Welsh people. 


OUT OF TOUCH 


This itself shows how much 
support Meibion Glyndwr have 
and shows how out of touch Plaid 
Cymru are in their reaction to the 
campaign. 

For the Welsh ‘Nationalist’ 
patty, witn its three smug 
overpaid Members of the 
Westminster parliament, has 
“unreservedly” condemned the 
attacks. 

Plaid's President, Dafydd Ellis 


Thomas has gone on absurdly to 
accuse the militants of being 
British State agents and has tried 
to smear them by alleging 
“connections with the extreme 
right and with extreme right wing 
nationalists”. 

He warned that people might 
be injured or killed in a campaign 
which has clearly striven to avoid 
such a thing. Then he went on to 
make a statement which more 
than anything else marks him out 
as a materialistic Establishment 
hack and safety valve. 

"Destruction of property is the 
ultimate negative act”, claimed 
this money-grubbing sell-out. The 
Welsh nation is bleeding to death 
and he regards the destruction of 
bricks and mortar as the ultimate 
evil! 


CAP IN HAND 


His solution is to go Cap in hand 
to Westminster for more grants in 
order to bail out communities 
which are being murdered by the 
economics of the Capitalist 
system he supports. He also 
suggested that English 
immigrants should be 
encouraged to learn “something” 
of the Welsh language. 

Cymru's leading nationalist 
poet, retired rector R.S. Thomas, 
was denounced by the Plaid 
stooges for expressing support 
for the Cymru militants and 
stating his view that even the 
death of an individual as a result 
would be “nothing compared to 
the death of Wales”. 

The Welsh press also leapt tc 
attack the outspoken rector and 
sought to isolate Mei/bion. 
Glyndwr by claiming that their 
attack on estate agents in 
Chester was, in the words of the 
Western Mail, “universally 








Were fascists responsible for the bomb attacks on English 


Thomas 


in arson 


By. CLIVE BETTS, Welsh 
Affairs Correspondent 


ARSONISTS INVOLVED in 
the holiday-home campaign 
may have been infiltrated by 
“British state officials”, Plaid 
Cymru’s president alleged at 
the weekend. 

Dr Dafydd Elis Thomas also 
claimed that links exist between 
the firebombers and European 
right-wingers. 

As rival conferences of nation- 
alists disagreed about how to 
deal with English immigration 
and the resulting cottage arsons 
Dr Thomas said, “I am sure that 
the arsonists have connections 
with the European extreme 
Right and with extreme right- 
wing nationalists. 

“It might be that there would 
be an element of infiltration from 
the State, as we had in the 60s 
and 70s.” 


Grave doubts 


At the Llanrwst conference 
called by Plaid to find answers to 
the arson and immigration prob- 
lems, party vice-chairman Mr 
Dafydd Iwan spoke of “strange” 
aspects to the arson campaign. 

He asked why no cottage said 
to have been fitted with a police 
alarm had been attacked by 
arsonists. He said he had grave 
doubts about the whole arson 
campaign, but he was unwilling 
to spell them out in detail. 

Asked whether he was alleging 
a dirty-tricks campaign, Mr Iwan 
replied, “It is never impossible.” 

Nationalists were split over 
whether immigration controls 
should be introduced. 

Dr Thomas said, “Talk of con- 
trolling immigration is a danger- 
ous fantasy.” 

But a rival conference in 
Aberystwyth of hard-liners, in- 
cluding some Plaid members, 
demanded such controls. 

Mr Owain Williams, spokes- 
man for the Aberystwyth meet- 








associates was answered by the 
stock phrase used to protect intelli- 
gence assets, namely that a full 
answer would not be conducive to 
the public interest. 


8 Searchlight, July 1997 


holiday homes in Wales in the 1980s, with the state turning 
a blind eye? The National Front’s publication, NF News, 
praised a group claiming responsibility for the Welsh 
bombing campaign. Right: a press cutting in early 1988 
pointed the finger at the far right and others for the bombs 


ing, said, “We want the same 
kind of controls which the Danes 
use to prevent Germans flooding 
into their country and buying it 


up.” 
North Wales police last night 
refused to comment. 











=—— 





The White People’s Party, whose leaders Griffin 
visisted in the USA. Were they the victims of a 


Griffin sting? 


completed, Patrick Harrington, then Griffin’s 
closest associate, walked into the offices of 
Time Out magazine in London and handed 
over a set of photographs of the three king- 
pins of the political soldiers, Griffin, 
Harrington himself and Derek Holland, taken 
shortly before in Libya. Harrington knew full 
well that the Time Out journalists would pass 
them to Searchlight and that the photos would 
be used in the programme. 

The result of their activities was that they 
gained increased respect in the circles that 
British intelligence wanted to infiltrate. These 





Griffin with the suspected state agent Gary Gallo (centre) and his Ulster fixer, 





THE NORTHERN FRONT 





(The truth the System’s media suppresses) 











(we hear!). 





INTELLIGENCE REPORT (CONT) 


The anarchists in the club foolishly allowed a bunch of keys to fall into the hands nationalists who 
allegedly helped themselves to the post in their mail box compiling a list of thirty plus reds nationwide 


THE ANTI-FASCIST RESOURCE CENTRE 

Stupidly staff at the Resource Centre (who never expected nationalists to visit their “establishment”) had 
their membership lists on public display. We hear nationalists spent up to two weeks happily copying all 
their most vital addresses down before they were rumbled. 








ranged from ultra-nationalist 
groups within Britain, such as 
the Sons of Glyndwr in Wales, 
and some strange outfits 
operating on both sides of the 
border in Ireland. 

A secondary target was the 
identification of black militant 
groups in Britain with a view 
to getting close to them through senior offi- 
cials of Louis Farrakhan’s extremist black 
nationalist movement in the USA. At one 
time the NF political soldiers were the sole 
importers into Britain of Farrakhan’s hate 
sheet, The Final Call. 

From the early 1980s until what outsiders 
were supposed to view as a parting of their 
ways, Harrington and Griffin put an enor- 
mous effort into the training of what they 
called their cadres within the political soldiers 
framework. Through his new group, Third 
Way, Harrington has taken on the role of 





John Field, voting at a National Council for Civil Liberties meeting. Their 
activities led to a change in the NCCL's constitution to keep such infiltrators out 





The Northern Front, the handiwork of Arthur Bentley, one of Griffin’s 
“political soldier cadres” and the vehicle of a successful nazi scam 


maintaining contacts with various ultra-right 
groups, such as the Algerian FIS, and 
separatist groups around the world. 
Meanwhile Griffin has put into play his 
trained cadre force, which he has over the 
past ten years put into positions not only 
across the far right but also in Green and 
extra-parliamentary forces. 

The sting operation mounted by 
Searchlight and The Cook Report has 
revealed Griffin’s recent methods of 
operation by proxy in the NF and United 
Kingdom Independence Party. This is but a 
small flavour of his overall strategy. 

While Searchlight does not decry the rights 
and efforts of the intelligence services to keep 
an eye on potential internal as well as 
external terrorist and potentially terrorist 
groups, we do not see the need for their 
operatives to be given the power to control 
far-right and other groups and their illegal 
activities. When the result is a bombing 
campaign, such as that carried on by the Sons 
of Glyndwr in Wales, this should signal a 
warning to all those who believe in reason- 
ably open government that proper control is 
not being exercised. Many genuine protest 
groups stand to suffer if the intelligence 
services are allowed to play such games. 

Recent events in Yorkshire shed further 


_ light on how Griffin’s trained cadres operate 
‘without showing external signs of direction 


by Griffin and his controllers. 

A recent series of information bulletins 
under the title The Northern Front have tar- 
geted a wide range of people including anti- 
fascists, anarchists, students and local 
journalists, as well as attempted to play some 
very dirty tricks on Searchlight. The people 
behind The Northern Front have tried very 
hard to convince their targets that the man 
responsible is Kevin Watmaugh, a supporter 
of those in Combat 18 who have turned 
against C18’s former leader Charlie Sargent. 

Without a doubt Watmaugh has a violent 
record of attacking the anti-fascist movement 
in Yorkshire and beyond. But is he involved 
this time? 

Earlier this year a man called Arthur 
Bentley tried to ingratiate himself with the 
Bradford Arts and Resource Centre, which is 
funded by the local council and includes at 
least one local councillor on its staff. Bentley 
told them that the well known local nazi thug 
Dave Appleyard was believed by many of his 
nazi comrades to be a police informer. 
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nazis’ capture of per- 

GRAHAM: sonal details and their 

Coie a 253 reproduction in local 

Baie NeEven hate sheets, and have 

Mark Askew been trying to prevent 

Jackie Cosgree a repeat, others have 

soo Os vene gone off on a tangent 

nse i az and started accusing a 

oyce : : 2 

long-time anti-fascist 

in the area of being an 

PATRICK agent of the state. One 

Wayne can only wonder who 

Nick Barrett put that idea into their 
heads. 

What is certain is 

J.D.F. that Bentley and 

All Ulster Appleyard are work- 

ing together with a 

third man, the veteran 

nazi Eddy Morrison, 

to make use of the 

material they have 

obtained. At the same 

time they have 

ensured that those 








Allocation of members for cadre training by political sol- 
diers. The initials J.D.F. denote John Field. The names of 
Arthur Bentley and David Owens are missing but are listed 


with others on a separate list 


Bentley claimed that while he himself was a 
fascist he was neither a thug nor a police 
informer. He was told to stay away from the 
building. So what had been the point of 
Bentley’s visits? 

It is believed that Bentley used these visits 
to gather information held there on local anti- 
racist activists, organisations and resources. 
Bentley, Appleyard and another man were 
seen on security cameras outside the building 
talking to a young Asian who is a regular 
visitor there and appeared to know Bentley 

Another place in which local nazis have 
shown an interest has been the 1 in 12 
anarchist centre. Appleyard has tried on 
numerous occasions to worm his way in, but 
has been always been seen off. On one 
occasion, two anarchists chased him off after 
he had smashed car windows and daubed the 
outside of the building. He ran into the town 
centre, stopped outside the police station and 
challenged them to a fight in full view of the 
police. They had better sense than to fall for 
such entrapment. Then Appleyard changed 
tack and engaged them in an_ hour-long 
conversation, in which he said he was not a 
nazi but a Strasserite and that like them he 
was campaigning for the working class. This 
similarly failed to cut any ice with the anar- 
chists. Since then Appleyard has been spotted 
on a number of occasions in the Denholm 
area trying to get into conversation with local 
non-fascist working class youths. 

It is clear from reports coming from the 
area that Bentley has at least half persuaded 
some local anti-fascists that he has had noth- 
ing to do with the publication of hit-lists and 
that Watmaugh and possibly Appleyard are 
solely responsible. 

Without a doubt what has occurred in 
Bradford has been one of the most successful 
nazi scams since the stealing of contact books 
some years ago from the offices of Leeds 
Other Paper. While some  anti-fascist 
activists are taking very seriously indeed the 
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who should be oppos- 
ing them are at least 
partially confused in 
what the intelligence 
services call a wilder- 
ness of mirrors. 

Morrison, keen to make his way back into 
the BNP’s senior circles, has been taken on 
board for the ride and could always be 
jettisoned later as a fall guy because of his 
record of drink, drugs and mental crack-ups. 

So where does this leave Watmaugh? 
Nowhere; he has left Yorkshire and his name 
is just being used as a smokescreen by 
Bentley and his friends. The truth is that 
Bentley is a trained political soldier cadre 
who has been put into play after many years 
as a sleeper. And the reason is not to damage 
the nazis, but to try and destroy a once very 
effective Yorkshire anti-fascist 
movement. 

While these events are 
unfolding, David Owens, the 
former Leeds BNP organiser, is 
helping to call the shots from 
behind the scenes. 
Coincidentally he is also a 
political soldier cadre from the 
late 1980s and is very shy 
about exactly what his military 
service in Ulster entailed. 

The question now is where 
are the rest of Griffin’s trained 
functionaries. Ballots to Bombs 
included a_ list, which is 
reproduced here. Activists in 
green, animal rights, road 
protest and other campaigning 
groups would do well to check 
whether some of those who 
have joined in recent years 
started their political life at one 
of the cadre training schools or 
classes that Griffin, Harrington 
and Holland ran all those years 
ago. 

Now that Searchlight and 
The Cook Report have exposed 
Griffin’s secret plan to take 
over the right and destroyed the 
reputations of his partners in 


political tricks, Deavin and Ashcroft, Griffin 
knows that BNP boss John Tyndall’s present 
support for him might end at any moment. He 
is therefore busy rushing around the country 
trying to harness the last minute support of at 
least two key figures in the BNP. One is Tony 
Lecomber, who runs his own BNP publica- 
tion, The Patriot, which has recently come 
under fire from Tyndall. The other is Michael 
Newland, the BNP’s former press officer, 
who left the party over a year ago but 
returned to the ranks in the past few months. 

Griffin sees Lecomber, a convicted bomber, 
as a means to gain access to the more militant 
BNP members and Newland as a conduit to 
the BNP’s vital Web Site, which he controls. 
In mid June Newland posted a major article 
by Griffin on the BNP Web Site, in which 
Griffin outlines his views on the need for a 
revolution in Britain. In sweeping phrases he 
writes: “It is time for the growing number of 
ordinary Britons who are sickened by such 
things [mosques and homosexual advice 
centres] to understand that local campaigns 
alone cannot reverse the tide of alien influ- 
ence and filth sweeping over our nation. The 
only thing which can save everything we hold 
dear is total change at all levels of society; in 
a word, a revolution.” 

Taking a swipe at the National Lottery: 
“Millions had no hope at all until the creation 
of one of the most brilliant forms of social 
control ever — the National Lottery,” he treads 
a carefully chosen path through history and 
sociology to reach the conclusion: “... ours is 
a society ripe for a political tidal wave which, 
although basically peaceful, must nonetheless 
deserve the title of a revolution. ... The only 
question to be answered is who will make it 
happen? Who will make the revolution which 
will save Britain? The answer is simple: We 
will.” 

One day Griffin’s true role may all be 
explained The truth is out there, somewhere. 





Lacon House, a former Ministry of Defence RAF 
building. What was Griffin’s connection? 


Blackpool’s racist illuminati 


lackpool is well known for its tower, 

light displays, miles of shoreline 

entertainments and for hosting trade 
union and major political party conferences. 
However the town also seems to have a more 
sinister side that occasionally spills over into 
the ridiculous. 

For some unknown reason the local library 
service decided to host an exhibition about 
the Southern League, a oddball American 
outfit that still thinks it is living in the days 
before the American Civil War when slavery 
existed. Its aim seems to be to promote all 
that was bad in the Old South. 

The exhibition is openly racist, opposes 
America as a multiracial society and clearly 
aims to attract support from racist individuals 
and groups. It is therefore no surprise to find 
that its organiser is Ron Lingham, well 
known for his racist and homophobic letters 
to the local Evening Gazette. 

Lingham, who stood as a Conservative 
Party candidate for Victoria Ward, Blackpool, 
in this year’s local elections, earns his living 
letting holiday flats in St Chads Road on the 
South Shore. But it is his extra-curricular 
activities that make him a fit organiser for 
such racist trash. 

For a long time Lingham was a very active 
player of war games and his admiration for 
the Waffen SS and their activities in the Third 
Reich knew no bounds. After a period the 
national war games magazine stopped print- 
ing his letters in support of this criminal 
organisation, as it was deemed at the 
Nuremberg war crimes trials. 

Lingham also turns out to be the highest 
ranking member of the official Star Trek fan 
club in Britain, in charge of its “European 
operations”. One can only speculate what he 
thought of the scene in the series that so 
enraged US racists, when Captain Kirk kissed 
Uhuru, the black and very beautiful woman 
officer of the space ship Enterprise. 

Lingham’s other obsession appears to be 
with the occult. When he taught local history 
evening classes at Highfield School in 
Blackpool, he spent much of the time talking 
about things that go bump in the night and his 
conviction that a house in Layton Road is 
haunted. 

It seems that if you turn over one rock in 
Blackpool (excuse the pun), another nasty 
crawls out. Seen visiting the exhibition was 
none other than George Nicholas Charnley. 
His most recent public activity was to put his 
name down as an assentor for another man 
with an interest in the occult, John Ellis, the 
British National Party’s general election 
candidate in Blackpool North and Fleetwood. 

Neighbours were highly amused to see this 
staunch BNP supporter change the poster in 
the window of his home in Chesterfield Road 
for a Conservative one after Searchlight 
exposed Ellis’s knicker stealing activities and 
the postman was publicly disowned by the 
BNP. 

Like Lingham, Charnley is a regular 
contributor to the local press. His letters have 
included praise for the election of the short- 
lived BNP councillor Derek Beackon in 





Part of the display at the Southern League exhibition is the exhortation to vote 








i 


Confederate, no doubt to make up for the fact that the BNP had to sack its 
candidate at the May general election after he was caught stealing knickers. 
Below: George Nicholas Charnley looks worried as what appears to be a space 
ship sent by Ron Lingham swoops low over Blackpool to scoop him up 


Tower Hamlets, east London, and complaints 
about British government aid to black African 
states. His main tub thumping is about 
universities and his almost pathological 
hatred of women and gays. This is somewhat 
at odds with his apparent interest in porno- 
graphy on the Internet. He also appears to be 
an aspiring poet. 

He can be seen regularly riding his bike 
around the town wearing his black woolly 





hat and looking scared stiff about his security. 

There has been speculation over whether he 
is in any way related to John Charnley, the 
old Mosleyite whose autobiography, 
Blackshirts and Roses, recorded his activities 
in the local area. 

We understand that the county Chief 
Librarian was appalled to hear about the 
exhibition and its contents and will hopefully 
take steps to end its run. 
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Nazi violence 
takes ona 
life of its own 


former street leader of Combat 18, his 

brother Steve has been trying hold the 
remaining supporters of the Sargent faction 
together. His efforts are not proving very 
successful. 

His latest ploy has been to resurrect the 
name National Socialist Movement. The 
NSM, which existed from 1962 until 1968, 
when it became the British Movement, was 
the brainchild of Britain’s postwar nazi god- 
father Colin Jordan. Its members used to run 
around in nazi and paramilitary uniforms, 
attacking opponents’ meetings, burning syna- 
gogues, infiltrating the armed services and 
serving prison sentences for their trouble. 

Sargent’s announcement in the form of a 
tatty leaflet comes as Jordan is said to be seri- 
ously ill and probably in no position to com- 
plain over Sargent’s misuse of his organisa- 
tion’s name, that is if he is unhappy about it. 

A publication called The National Socialist 
has appeared for some time. Its current editor 
is the all-time nazi weirdo David Myatt, cat 
strangling and Satanism a speciality. It is a bit 
esoteric for most nazis at the moment, most 
of whom have trouble with words of more 
than four letters. 

The Sargent brothers’ nazi opponents 
appear to view the new NSM as the latest in a 
series of state honey traps, such as the recent 
attempt to set up a British National Socialist 
Party, which was neither a party nor nazi. 
With the full backing of somebody in 
Whitehall or its environs, its purpose was to 
entice active members of most British far- 
right groups to pass on their life-history when 
applying for membership. The use of a rather 
burly transsexual parading under the name 
Lady Athena did not increase its credibility. 

Any remaining control that Steve Sargent 
and his dwindling band of followers had over 
the very lucrative nazi music scene has all but 
vanished. Attempts to interest journalists 
around Christmas time with some titbits that 
might have led to the odd feature article also 
appear to have gone up in a puff of smoke. 

As we go to press committal proceedings 
for Martin Cross and Charlie Sargent over the 
alleged murder of fellow nazi Chris Castle at 
Harlow earlier this year are about to take 
place. A count of those who turn up at the 
court to show solidarity with their former 
leader may give an indication of the strength 
of the Sargents’ remaining support. 

The new leaders of Combat 18, following 
the ousting of the Sargents, have managed to 
do a frighteningly good job of rallying around 


[: the absence of Charlie Sargent, the 
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them the most important part of the nazi 
movement, those who follow the nazi bands. 

The bands’ gangs of minders have contin- 
ued their violent activities. Two months ago a 
vicious attack took place at an M1 motorway 
service area, when a large gang of London 
nazis travelling back from a gig in the 
Midlands clashed with a much smaller group 
of Asians. Although the area was covered by 
security cameras, the police appear to have 
taken no action over the violence. Searchlight 
would like to identify the victims in order to 
assist them in obtaining justice. 

Differences between some of the band fol- 
lowers, who include members of most far- 
right groups, appear to be diminishing in the 
face of the financial rewards of the increas- 
ingly regular gigs. In this the new C18 is no 
different from the Sargents’ followers, who 
often took the view, “never mind the ideolo- 
gy, feel the profits”. 

The arrests earlier this year of leading 
members of C18 have done little to prevent 
these nazis seducing young people. Hardly a 
weekend goes by without some form of gig or 
nazi social. In London, the Midlands and fur- 
ther north nazi bands are probably now per- 
forming with greater regularity than at any 
time in their history. 

Searchlight has warned in the past that nazi 
terrorism could take on a life of its own in the 
form of US style “leaderless resistance”. 
Although this has not yet fully emerged, 
Britain’s nazis appear to have entered a phase’ 
of growing copy cat attacks by young thugs 
who think they can have a go at blacks, Jews, 
community relations offices, or anyone or 
anything else to which they take a passing 
interest. 

The nazis also continue to target particular 
victims. A month ago Searchlight obtained a 
copy of January 30th, a publication distribut- 
ed by one of Britain’s several Ku Klux Klan 


. groups. It contained information, albeit very 


incomplete, on members of Anti-Fascist 
Action around the country. The publication 
boasted that the information came from an 
inside “mole”, but it had clearly originated 
from various published sources. Searchlight 
lost no time in passing copies on to AFA 
groups. 

Jewish community buildings have been 
damaged in a series of attacks in north and 
west London. Messages daubed on some of 
the buildings contained claims that C18 was 
responsible for the attacks. 

In east London a new building intended to 
house Barking and Dagenham Race Equality 
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ith the formation of The National-Socialist Movement 
operation, but also a “Supportership", which will col 
subscribing to the forthcoming monthly publication, “The 
The editor of this publication will be Albion Wolf, the former editor 
publication 

Whilst it must be stressed that Comrade Albion Wolf is a found 
National-Sociallst Movement. it must also be stressed that due tc 
brand of humorous writing, not all of the views that he expre: sé 
endorsed by the National-Socialist Movement 

“The White Dragon” monthly will be a publication aimed at “ente. ta 
the latest Movement news, gossip and happenings. 

Those of you who were familiar with “Putsch” will know what to expet 
The first issue of "The White Dragon” monthly will be out in June 1§ 
Subscriptions are now being taken to ensure you do not miss out on 
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Left: A promotional 
broadsheet for Celtic 
Warrior's latest CD. The 
line-up and touring 
itinerary of the Welsh 
nazi band shows the 
internationalism of nazi 
music. This, like 
English Rose, was one 
of the bands that the 
Sargents tried to drive 
out of Blood and 
Honour. Both are now 
playing regular nazi 
gigs. Below left: 
Coalville in the 
Midlands, home of 
English Rose, appears 
to have become the 
epicentre of 
negotiation, commerce 
and gigs for Britain’s 
nazi music industry 
and its supporters 
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ENGLISH ROSE 


NEWSLETTER / MERCHANDISE 


AN INDEPENDANT VOICE 


ROCK AGAINST COMMUNISM 





Council was attacked 
even before it opened. 
Thousands of pounds 
worth of damage was 
done. Although — the 
building is on a main 
road the attackers were 
able to pull up kerb 
stones and hurl them 
through the front of the 
building. 

Local Searchlight 
readers have reported a 
gang of nazi skinheads 
in the area in recent 
weeks hanging around 
local pubs. Whether 
they were part of the 
raiding party remains to 
be seen. A few miles 
away the Harold Hill 
estate in Havering has 
suffered a series of inci- 
dents over the past 18 
months. Black families 
have been driven from 
their homes, their pets 











aed a es 

TERRY, SAW) WHE 
FAMIEY, ALD Fr us 
Neg D TU) 5) 
NPESS be Je Z() ip 
WEIL (HE Byans 

3 TO COO. Trem downy! | 
ECEARCHLIGHT. | 


2378 NEW CAVENDKH Sr 
LONDON , ENGLAND: 





















ers, the first mass 
pmaies was carried 
B gas. To the right, 
Clauberg conducted 
} Jewish women. 


esblock 


t kam es 1941 zum 
ert Haftlingen unter 
— Block 10, wo der 
pen verbrecherische 


brt hatte. 
ys of CA IND 





Si hap~ UAT 


SS TORN aS MEUIE 
FE WARSZAWA. M ma Se ae Pty Bad 
KL” ZAKOPANE 1992 net phe, Ma, AG- ENGLAW) 








slaughtered and thrown 
through their windows and cars set on fire. 
No arrests have taken place, although we are 
certain that the police know who the culprits 
are. 

The REC office in Barking suffered a sec- 
ond attack in mid June, in which it was 
daubed by nazis. After vigorous representa- 
tions from local people the council agreed to 
find additional funds to secure the building 
properly before REC staff move in. 

The fact that racist and antisemitic attacks 
follow the arrival of nazis in the area cannot 
always be mere coincidence. Kevin 
Watmaugh, the notorious Bradford nazi, thug 
and C18 activist has recently moved to 
Bournemouth. This south coast town has 
always had a secret nazi group. Alan 
Beshella, the British Klan leader who now 
lives in Wales, set up operations in the 
Bournemouth area after he returned from the 
USA in the late 1980s. Further east along the 
coast, Portsmouth has also been a nazi 
activist base for several years. 


Geoffrey Shisler. He said that although 


Since Watmaugh’s arrival large-scale 
desecration of the local Jewish cemetery 
has taken place. More than 50 grave- 
stones were overturned and smashed. 
The vile crime was discovered by an 84- 
year-old man visiting his wife’s grave. 

Both the police and local Jewish 
community leaders concur in putting the 
attack down to young vandals. Past 
experience indicates this view should be 
treated with scepticism. In the early 
1990s when nazis were smashing and 
daubing Jewish cemeteries all over the 
country, the attacks were always put 
down to vandals until a Searchlight mole 
appeared on television and said that he 
had prior knowledge of some of the 
attacks through his membership of the 
Manchester British National Party 
branch. In Portsmouth, where the Jewish 
cemetery was wrecked by nazis, the 
police had been given advance warning 
of the impending attack but failed to 
react. 

The most apt comment over the events 
in Bournemouth came from Rabbi 


there were no nazi daubings how could 
such an event be construed as anything 
but antisemitic. 

Local residents and journalists have 
pointed out the most recent attack fol- 
lows a number of similar incidents of this 
type at Kinson cemetery in recent years. 

Two events may be indicators of the 
dangers ahead. As we went to press jour- 
nalists in Scotland were chasing up 
reports of a Ku Klux Klan recruiting 
drive including the possible presence of 
two American Klan activists to boost the 
local organisation. 

The second event was a Blood and 
Honour concert due to take place at the 
end of June in the Midlands, where the 
various warring factions on the nazi 
music scene were hoping to sink their 
differences. The Sargent family were not 
invited. Whether this attempt at unity 
succeeds is anybody’s guess, because 
money and politics make strange bed- 
fellows among Britain’s nazi activists. 
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5’ ROUND-UP on RACISM 


Eltham firefighters’ watch 
disbanded over racism 














Above: Dev Barrah of the Greenwich Committee Against Racist Attacks, on the 
left, was one of the keynote speakers at a massive rally (below) on 16 October 
1993 protesting against the BNP’s murderous presence in the area. 
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An entire watch of firefighters has 
been disbanded after racist material 
was found on display at the station. 

A black sub-officer from Peckham saw the 
racist material while inspecting the station at 
Eltham, south east London — Eltham is where 
the black teenager Stephen Lawrence was 
stabbed to death by a gang of white youths. 

The officer ordered the removal of the 
material, but when he returned 10 minutes 
later it was still on display. A search of lockers 
revealed further racist material, including 
National Front stickers and a photograph of a 
black Olympic team, labelled “muggers”. 
There were also scrapbooks with pictures of 
elderly people and people in wheelchairs, with 
abusive comments written underneath. One 
locker displayed the words “wogs out”. 

Three members of the red watch were 
suspended and four others were moved to 
other duties. 

A spokesman for London Fire Brigade 
said: “The men have all been replaced and the 
fire cover has not been affected. The brigade 
will not tolerate racism.” 

Ken Cameron, general secretary of the Fire 
Brigades Union, has called for a campaign to 
combat racism, as well as sexism, homophobia 
and bullying. He said that some of his 
members “bring their prejudices to work”. 

FBU national officer Andy Gilchrist 
admitted: “There is no point in hiding the fact 
we have got a problem. We do not like the 
fact that only one per cent of firefighters are 
from black and ethnic minorities, and we also 
must fight hard as possible to stop any 
discrimination against them.” 

A Home Office describes how a black 
recruit was struck and had his head pushed 
into a water tower, where he almost drowned. 





Left: If anywhere in Britain can be 
likened to the US southern states, 
Eltham and the surrounding area must 
top the list. In September 1993 anti- 
fascists, led by local MPs and the 
father of the murdered black youth, 
Rolan Adams, demonstrated outside 
the British National Party HQ in 
Welling to demand the closure of the 
nazi bunker. Rolan’s parents were 
luckier than other local victim families. 
Their son’s killer was caught and 
received a life sentence, although the 
CPS attempted to play down the racist 
aspects of the murder. The BNP is now 
banned from using the building as a 
headquarters, although some of the 
party’s propaganda still refers to it as 
the BNP office. 


Police pick on 





black motorists 





A black motorist has been awarded 
£6,000 compensation after he was 
unfairly detained by police. 


A jury at Central London County Court 
heard that Emmanuel Afriye, a 37-year-old 
accountancy student, committed a minor 
driving offence when he crossed a hatched 
area to make a right turn. 

He was stopped by police, questioned about 
his car and immigration status, and ordered to 
produce his passport at a police station. 
Although he was allowed to leave after about 
5 to 10 minutes, he was so outraged by his 
treatment that he contacted the Greenwich 
Committee Against Racist Attacks and 
decided to sue. 

At the time of the incident, in April 1993, 
several white drivers made the same manoeuvre 
as Mr Afriye, but were not stopped. 

The jury awarded Mr Afriye £750 basic 
damages, £1,500 aggravated damages for the 
humiliating nature of the stop and £3,730 
exemplary damages to punish the 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Sir 

‘ Paul Condon, for the conduct of his officers. 

Mike Bennett, chairman of the Metropolitan 
Police Federation, referred to the “terrible 
implications” of the award, and accused the 
courts of being “very politically correct”. 

Scotland Yard said that neither of the two 
officers involved in the incident would face 
disciplinary charges. Dev Barrah of GACARA 
responded: “The police have powers to 
suspend or dismiss racist police officers. The 
black community cannot take police initiatives 
seriously unless they put their house in order 
by disciplining officers who courts have 
decided have been racist.” 

Mr Afriye’s solicitor, Jane Deighton, said: 
“This judgement is a beacon of light. We 
receive many complaints from black drivers 
with smartish cars that they have been stopped 
and questioned for racist reasons.” 

For example, in Birmingham, a black driver 


Who are these police officers looking for: the racist 
~~ killers of local black youngsters; anti-fascists to club 
- » over the head; or a black driver to stop persistently? 





claims to have been stopped and searched 34 
times over the past three years. In 1993, Carl 
Joseph, a 25-year-old butcher living in 
Handsworth, was awarded £250 compensation 
for false arrest. 

He says the police have made his life a 
misery since then. “I get nervous whenever I 
see a police car,” he explained. He is now 
suing police for racial harassment. 

Black boxer Herbie Hide, 25, says he has 
regularly been stopped by police. A reporter 
for the Daily Star recently witnessed the 
heavyweight boxer being questioned by police 
when he drove his Mercedes sports car. 

Mr Hide says he is so upset at being 
stopped by police when he drives one of his 
high performance cars that he now drives a 
beaten-up Ford Escort. 

Tony Mancuso, manager of the Prince Regent 
hotel, where the latest incident occurred, said: 
“It’s been a pleasure having Herbie here and I 
feel sorry for him the way he keeps on getting 
stopped for no apparent reason.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ CANNES WHITE LIST 

British film bosses selected only white 
actors to take part in a promotional 
trip to the Cannes film festival. 
France, which organised a_ similar 
event, included seven black actors. 

The most notable omission from the 
British list was Oscar nominee 
Marianne Jean-Baptiste. She 
commented: “The old men running 
the industry just have not got a clue. 
They have got to come to terms with 
the fact that Britain is no longer a 
totally white place where people ride 
horses, wear long frocks and drink 
tea. The national dish is no longer fish 
and chips, it’s curry.” 

Simon Perry, chief executive of 
British Screen, who drew up the 
Cannes list, did not even have the 
grace to admit that he had made a 
mistake in selecting only white actors. 
He claimed: “They were people who 
in terms of credits had the edge.”’ 

Most neutral observers would have 
included Ms Jean-Baptiste if merit 
had been the only criterion. 


@ GHETTO PLAN FOR ASYLUM 
SEEKERS 

Two London councils are planning to 
bus asylum seekers to Liverpool to 
save money on bed and breakfast 
accommodation. 

Tory-controlled Westminster and 
Labour-controlled Camden are 
planning to send at least 128 refugees to 
Gracelands hostel in Liverpool. The 
hostel would provide 128 places at £126 
per person per week, a saving of £50 on 
the cost of housing them in bed and 
breakfast accommodation in London. 

Nick Hardwick, chief executive of 
the Refugee Council, said: “It is bad 
news for the individual asylum 
seekers, who will be isolated from 
their communities and will find it 


. much more difficult to pursue their 


claims for asylum’. 


Navy ‘brought into disrepute’ 


A court martial in which five sailors were accused of racist abuse has collapsed after 


two key witnesses withdrew their statements. 


Captain Robin Kerr, the court martial president, said it was clear that at least one 
serious incident of bullying had occurred and that the episode had brought the navy 


into disrepute. 


“Tt is clear that there has either been an utterly misplaced pact of loyalty which 
has prevented witnesses from speaking or there has been intimidation, and this again 


points to lapses of leadership,” he said. 


The victim, Michael Whitesman, told the court martial that he was constantly 
slapped around the head and called names such as “nigger”, “shamir’’, and “Paki’’, 


because of his olive coloured skin. 


In one incident he was tied to a table on the frigate HMS London, had his trousers 
pulled down and a vacuum cleaner pipe pushed between his buttocks. 

Mr Whitesman said he was now considering a civil action. He was only 19 when 
he joined HMS London and said the abuse had had a devastating effect on him. “I 
was pretty close to killing myself at one point. I was just fed up with being 


humiliated all the time,” he said. 
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Cat tortured in race 


hate campaign 


A pet cat was tortured with acid and 
beaten to death in the latest of a 
series of racist attacks on a Jamaican 
couple. 


Mr Herman Sewell, 61, found his pet, 
Kitty, on the rear doorstep of his home in 
Beckton, east London. An incendiary device 
was left on the kitchen window. 

Mr Sewell, and his wife Fay, 50, have had 
to endure a year long race hate campaign by 
local youngsters. It has included stone 
throwing, physical attacks, spitting, verbal 
abuse and the daubing of racist comments in 
animal blood on their windows. 

Mr Sewell suffered a stroke shortly after 
the attacks started last July and has had four 
major operations. “I am scared for him when 
he goes out,’ Mrs Sewell said. “They can 
see he is defenceless,, but they take 
advantage. They are cowards.” 

She has had to give up her job as a nurse 
due) to) stress’ and) is suffering trom 
depression. The couple have applied to 
Newham Council to be rehoused, with the 
support of doctors and the police. An official 
said they were being treated as a priority but 
that there was a limited supply of 
accommodation. 


Plaistow, east London 

An Asian family has become the target for a 
race hate campaign. Over the past few 
months, the off-licence owned by the Shariff 
family has been robbed at gunpoint and 
vandalised, their newsagent’s shop robbed 
and the family racially abused. 

When they decided to sleep overnight at 
the shops to prevent attacks, their house on 
the same street was petrol bombed. They 
have since been found temporary 
accommodation by Newham Council. 

One of Mr Shariff’s sons, aged 13, has 
been kept off school because he has been 
beaten up twice. On the second occasion his 
school bag was stolen. 

Mr Shariff, 43, pleaded with the attackers 
to stop. “We came here five months ago 
with the intention of _ serving the 
community,” he said. “We are peaceful 
people and we just wanted a quiet existence. 
We could not understand what was 
happening. It all became a nightmare for 
us. 

Local MP Jim Fitzpatrick has promised 
the family his support and said he will liaise 
with the police and Newham Council. 


Southend 


A violent thug who assaulted an Indian man 
in the town’s shopping centre has been jailed 
for three months. His wife was put on 
probation. 
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During the incident the Indian man was 
racially abused, pushed around and had a 
glass thrown at him. 

The magistrate told Andrew Mansfield: 
“You have an appalling, long record of 
violence.” Both Mansfield and his wife, 
Jackie, were said to have drink problems. 

In mitigation it was said that two of the 
Mansfields’ friends had been murdered and 
that this had affected them. 


Bristol 


When a family was evicted from a council 
house for racial harassment, their black 
neighbours breathed a sigh of relief. The 
mother had been so worried by the race hate 
campaign that she sent her two young 
children to live with their grandmother. 

Bristol city council then moved in a 
family, which, according to the Local 
Government Ombudsman, was “ten times 
worse”. The new family, which had been 
evicted by a housing association, was not 
only racist but violent. 

Over the next 12 months, three of the 
children, aged 16, 14 and 10, shouted racist 
abuse through their neighbours’ letterbox, 
set off their car alarm 22 times in one day, 
dragged an abandoned car outside their front 
door and wrecked it, and forced them to 
sleep downstairs to avoid the constant 
shouting and blaring music. 

In one six-week period the police were 
called to 39 incidents. Eventually the black 
family was driven out by the abuse and left 
in September 1996. 

The Ombudsman, Jerry White, said it was 
“lamentable that the council should replace 
one family with another which had a histo: 
of racially abusing families”. i 

He ruled that Bristol city council was 
guilty of maladministration and causing 
injustice and recommended that the council 
pay £1,250 compensation to the black 
family. 

Elsewhere in Bristol, a black youngster 
was clubbed to the ground and punched in a 
racist attack outside a school. 

A gang of white youths, who do not go to 


. the school, St Bernadette in Whitchurch, had 


been shouting racist abuse and making 
threats for several weeks. 

On 9 May, 16-year-old Lewis Campbell, 
one of 15 black pupils at the school, was 
clubbed by what appeared to be a metal bar. 
He required stitches to a head wound. 
Another black pupil was butted in the face. 

Lewis's father, Irvin Campbell, a 
wrestling coach, said police could have 
prevented the attack. “I understand the 
school rang the police at about 2pm and 
called again at 3.30pm when lessons ended 
and the group was still there,” he said. “I 


feel that if they had responded earlier this 
incident might not have happened.” 

Police said that when they received the 
first call they thought the youths had 
dispersed. They were umaware of any 
previous racial problems outside the school. 


Coventry 

As many as 40 per cent of black and Asian 
people in Coventry suffered racist abuse last 
year, according to Safer Cities. 

Last year 118 cases of _ racial 
discrimination were reported to Coventry’s 
Racial Equality Council, an increase of 20 
per cent on the 1995 figures. 

Safer Cities says that three quarters of the 
victims of racial abuse do not report it, This 
can be “because of a lack of confidence in 
the justice system, the police and other 
statutory agencies”, said a spokesman for 
Safer Cities. 

A German employee of a Coventry firm 
has claimed that fellow workers taunted him 
with Nazi salutes, goose stepping and a 
drawing of Adolf Hitler. 

Klaus Rupertinger, 40, a storeman with 
Delphi Packard Electrical Systems, said that 
when England played Germany in the 
European football championships, he feared 
for his safety and asked for time off. He 
said: “My superiors had shown nothing but 
acceptance of the harassment I had received 
over several months”. 

Mr Rupertinger, who is claiming damages 
for alleged racial discrimination at an 
industrial tribunal, also says that he was 
unfairly passed over for promotion. 


West Country 

Reported racist incidents in Devon and 
Cornwall increased from 44 to 83 between 
1994 and 1996, according to police figures. 

The real figure for racial abuse and 
attacks is likely to be 10 times as large. 

The ethnic minority population in the area 
is small — recent estimates are between 
15,000 and 25,000 — and there is a false 
belief that racism is not an issue in such a 
rural area. 

A black family in one West Country 
village suffered excrement pushed through 
their letterbox, damage to their car and racist 
abuse. The man was told by his neighbours 
to “go back” to Africa. 

Chinese restaurant workers often suffer 
verbal and physical abuse. In one recent 
incident in Exeter, a man was attacked by a 
gang and needed four stitches in a head 
wound. 

According to Jon McKenzie of the area’s 
Black Networking Group, racist bullying 
often takes place in schools. “The effect can 
be quite profound, soul destroying,” he said. 


In Taunton, interviews with 16 non- 
white residents found that all had 
suffered racism, from being refused entry 
to pubs and name calling, to physical 
attacks. 

The problem of racism in_ the 
Southwest was recognised in 1992 in a 
report entitled Keep them in Birmingham. 
The West Country Rural Race Equality 
Project’s annual report states: “There has 
been no change for the better, if anything 
a worsening of the situation as more 
cases are reported. Racism remains alive 
and well in the South West, and getting 
worse.” 

Members of far-right groups who have 
left the cities because they do not want to 
live in multi cultural communities are 
also active. Exeter, Torbay and Plymouth 
are centres of activity for Combat 18 and 
the National Front. 

Clifford Stewart, head of the London 
and South team at the Commission for 
Racial Equality, said that some people 
with racist views moved to the area to 
avoid contact with black people. “They 
bring their views about black people and 
society, he said. It'sa) very, good 
recruiting area for far-right organisations. 
I would not want to minimise in any way 
the scale of the problem we found in the 
far West.” 


Nottingham 


An outreach worker is to be appointed to 
increase the reporting and detection of 
racist attacks in inner-city Nottingham. 

Reporting of incidents in the Radford 
Road Division has increased from 36 a 
year to over 100. Gulzar Khan of the 
Afro-Caribbean and Asian Forum said: 
“We appreciate the consistency of police 
commitment from top level in the 
development and implementation of the 
policies on racial incidents”. 

The new project is a_ partnership 
between the police and the National 
Association, for) |the ) Care, and 
Resettlement of Offenders. 


Bradford 
An area of Bradford has been chosen for a 
European-funded project to combat racism. 

The number of racist attacks on 

Bradford council estates has doubled 

‘over the past four years. Victims have 
been stoned or had rotten eggs thrown at 
them, and in one case a live python was 
pushed through a door. 

The Canterbury estate, one of 21 pilot 
areas across Europe, has an especially 
bad reputation. 

The £80,000 funding will enable the 
members of Bradford Alliance Against 
Racial Harassment, including the council, 
police, Victim Support and Bradford 
Racial Equality, to work effectively. 
Racial attacks will be recorded in a 
central database and the members of 
BAARH will take joint action rather than 
acting separately. 

Racists will be prosecuted and evicted 
whenever possible, and the victims will 
be offered specialist help. 


Hytham Hamad’s 
school days 


An Asian pupil at a top public school 
suffered systematic racist abuse, 
including physical assaults, from a 
group of sixth formers. 


When Hytham Hamad, now 18, lashed out 
at one of his tormentors, he was labelled 
“dangerous” and forced to leave the school. 
After a three-year legal battle, Hytham, a 
doctor’s son, has won £4,000 compensation 
and an apology. 

Dame Allan’s School, Newcastle, where 
fees are £3,783 a term, has also agree to 
establish an equal opportunities policy, an anti- 
bullying policy and a racial harassment policy. 

Hytham was backed in the case by the 
Commission for Racial Equality. Afterwards 
he said: “I am doing my best to put it behind 
me. I am not a violent person but I suffered 
months of racist abuse every day and I think 
that would get to anyone.” 

He said the bullying did not become 
serious until the fourth form. “A group of 
about seven students in the sixth form started 
calling me ‘blacky’ this and ‘nigger’ that. I 
was never called by my name. They made me 
stand at the back of the lunch queue and I was 
always being given extra lunchtime duties. 
They would barge into me and push me 
around whenever they got the chance.” 

On one occasion he was pushed to the 
ground and kicked. His glasses were smashed 
and his lip cut, but teachers did nothing. On 
another occasion, he was kicked on the knee 
by a teacher. 

When he lashed out at the ringleader of the 
gang that had been tormenting him, he was 
forced to leave the school. Staff sent a letter 
to parents warning them that Hytham was 
“dangerous”. 


As part of the settlement, the school’s 
board of governors has written to parents 
expressing deep regret at the distress caused 
to Hytham and his family. 


Hytham’s father, Ahmed, 53, is a 
consultant in accident and emergency 
medicine at Wansbeck Hospital, 


Northumberland. He said: “We spent a lot of 
money to send him to public school and did 
not expect to find an intimidating atmosphere 
of racial bullying at a place like Dame 
Allan’s.” 

Mr Hamad said he was shocked that when 
Hytham defended himself he was suspended 
indefinitely. “The people who had put him 
through all that abuse escaped without so 
much as a warning,” he added. 

An anti-bullying helpline in 
Wolverhampton says that Asian youngsters 
are reluctant to use the service. Fay Benton, 
of the Anti-Bullying Project, said: “We are 
concerned that Asian children are being 
encouraged to keep the problem within their 
own community. We do not think this is 
satisfactory.” 

At the moment the project gets 30 calls a 
year from Asian pupils. Mrs Benton added: 
“Many Asians do suffer racial abuse on top of 
the general kind of bullying that goes on in 
schools. We have experience in dealing with 
racial problems and we want to help stamp 
out this kind of. behaviour wherever it 
occurs.” 

In Hampshire, schools have reported a 
doubling of incidents of verbal racial abuse. 
There has been a decrease in the more serious 
incidents of physical abuse. Ian Massey, 
Inspector for Intercultural Education, said that 
the increase in reported verbal abuse was due 
to a greater willingness to report incidents. 


Who guards the guardians? 


A prisoner in a court cell was left hanging 
from a light fitting for 10 minutes by 
Securicor staff, who thought he was faking 
suicide. 

When Peter Austin, 30, was lowered, the 
guards believed he was pretending to be 
unconscious. A bizarre bail hearing then 
took place outside the cell and it was not 
until half an hour later that it was realised 
Mr Austin was dead. 

Mr Austin, who suffered from mental 
illness, was arrested on 28 January on 
suspicion of burglary. While detained 
overnight in a police cell, he tried to cut his 
wrists, clearly putting him in a high suicide 
risk category. 

Mr Austin’s barrister, Stuart Armstrong, 
went to visit him the next day and found 
him in a distressed condition. “He said to 
me that he wanted to go home, that he 
wanted his medication and that he wanted 
to see a doctor,” he said. 


About half an hour later, Mr Armstrong 
looked into the cell and saw Mr Austin 
hanging from a light fitting by his T-shirt. 
He called the guards, one of whom said: 
“Tt’s OK, his feet are on the ground, he’s 
faking it.” 

Mr Armstrong said: “The guard told me 
that his face would be a different colour if 
he was trying to hang himself and that she 
thought she had seen him move. I told her 
that although I was probably less 
experienced than her, I thought he looked 
bloody convincing.” 

Mr Armstrong called the other jailers, who 
said they could not do anything because their 
supervisor was upstairs. When supervisor 
Roger Clarke appeared, he claimed that Mr 
Austin had just winked at him. 

After examining Mr Austin, Clarke said 
“He’s a good actor, he was pretending to be 
unconscious.” 

The inquest hearing continues. 
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McVeigh to die but 
questions remain 


fter attorney Stephen Jones promised the jury that his 
defence of Timothy McVeigh would produce the real 
killer, his client was found guilty of conspiracy and mur- 
dering eight federal agents in the Oklahoma City bombing. 
During the death penalty phase of the case, Jones abruptly 
changed course — all but admitting his client’s guilt. McVeigh 
was not a demon, he said, but was motivated by ideology and 


politics. 


Jones put Robert Pate from Soldier of 
Fortune magazine, the former research editor 
of William Pierce’s nazi National Vanguard 
magazine, in the witness box for two days to 
describe the FBI’s murderous misdeeds at 
Waco, Texas. Pate’s testimony was intended 
to justify the militia movement, but only rein- 
forced the prosecutors’ theory that the bomb- 
ing was motivated by anger at the federal 
government. When McVeigh was sentenced 
to death, his courtroom demeanour was that 
of a captured soldier. 

Although polls showed that over 60 per 
cent of the American people thought 
McVeigh should receive the death penalty, 
some Oklahoma City victims’ families and 
survivors opposed its imposition, even in this 
case. The death penalty is contested by most 
civil libertarians and civil rights groups. 
Studies show that it is disproportionately 
applied to black people, particularly those 
with limited resources to devote to their 
criminal defence. Although McVeigh’s 
defence team was court appointed, no 
expenses were spared and attorney Jones and 
his investigators flitted across the global 
looking for Islamic fundamentalists and 
German neo-nazis responsible for the bomb. 

For many Americans McVeigh’s sentencing 
closes the case. But much remains open. 
McVeigh’s alleged co-conspirator, Terry 
Nichols, will go to trial in September. 
McVeigh faces a state murder trial in 
Oklahoma for 160 people who were not fed- 
eral agents. A civil suit filed by several vic- 
tims names the government, claiming it had 
prior knowledge. And, of course, prosecutors 
have not named either McVeigh or Nichols as 
the individuals who actually manufactured 
the bomb. McVeigh’s death sentence may 
induce Nichols to try and cut a deal — if he 
knows who the other conspirators were. It is 
not over yet. 


National Alliance booming 

Since a copy of The Turner Diaries was 
found with Timothy McVeigh at the time of 
his arrest, the novel’s author, William Pierce, 
has been deluged by the media, sales of his 
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material have increased and several National 
Alliance chapters have grown. The largest is 
in Ohio, where the former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke spoke to 200 people on 18 
May. About 50 anti-racists protested outside 
the Lithuanian Hall, where the meeting was 
held. A week earlier, Duke spoke at a smaller 
National Alliance meeting in Tampa, Florida. 

Although Duke’s relationship to Pierce is 
over 25 years old, the meetings marked a turn 
away from Duke’s more mainstream election- 
eering in the early 1990s. Then he won a 
majority of white votes in bids for the 
Louisiana Governorship and a Senate seat. 
But his recent campaigns have gone nowhere 
and Duke may be returning to his national 
socialist roots. 


Changes at Christian Coalition 


Ralph Reed is leaving his post as executive 
director of the Christian Coalition, the elec- 
toral arm of the so-called religious right. 
Reed is the Republican Party operative who 
built the Coalition from a mailing list for the 
Rev. Pat Robertson’s failed 1988 presidential 


Top: McVeigh’s lawyer Stephen Jones faces 
the truth. Above: Timothy McVeigh after his 
arrest on the day of the Oklahoma bombing 





campaign into a sophisticated grass 
roots enterprise. Last year the Christian 
Coalition raised over $26 million (£16 
million) and at election time distributed 
45 million voters’ guides through 
125,000 local churches. The Coalition 
claims to be a non-partisan, non-profit 
lobby, but the Federal Election 
Commission filed a lawsuit contending 
that it is a partisan (Republican) politi- 
cal action committee. 

Reed’s successor is Randy Tate, an 
anti-immigrant, pro-gun one-term 
Congressman from Washington state, 
who lost his re-election bid last 
November. Tate will be joined at the 
top by Donald Hodel, who will replace 
Robertson as Coalition president. 
Hodel was a Reagan cabinet secretary. 
Robertson named himself chairman and 
Reed will also become a member of the 
Coalition’s board of directors. 

Reed is leaving the executive direc- 
tor spot to manage his own political 
consulting firm and may run for office. If 
anything, the changes at the top strengthen 
the Coalition’s ties with the Republican Party 
apparatus. Despite comprising 30 per cent of 
the delegates at last year’s Republican con- 
vention, the Christian Coalition took a back 
seat in Bob Dole’s campaign. Next time 
Robertson wants to pick the party’s candidate 
himself. 

Reed recently tried to smooth the Christian 
Coalition’s nastier edges with a high profile 
Samaritan Project, designed to win black 
voters away from the Democratic Party. 
Despite a history of opposition to civil rights 
legislation and social programmes for poor 
people, such as legal services and child care, 
Reed promised to donate $1 million from the 
Coalition to black churches struck by arson. 
(The National Council of Churches, the main- 
stream protestant ecumenical body, has a $10 
million fund for burned black churches, many 
of which have been torched by racists.) 

A Christian Coalition “Congress on Racial 
Justice and Reconciliation” in Baltimore last 
May did little more than offer Reed an oppor- 
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tunity to attack public education and 
Robertson a chance to talk about his 
encounters with various black people. 
Although it got high marks from the Wall 
Street Journal, few black Baltimoreans 
attended the meet. 

The Christian Coalition has not 
abandoned its proposed constitutional 
amendment to permit prayer in the public 
schools and other measures to 
“Christianise” the United States. Calls 
for a Christian nation are more muted 
now, but Robertson’s conspiracy theories 
about “international bankers”, the 
“Rothschilds” and the federal reserve 
system of banking echo those of 
Christian patriots and other white 
supremacists. Even his opposition to 
abortion was initially couched in worries 
about the white birth rate in America and 
the fate of its “Anglo-Saxon” heritage. 

Nevertheless, Liberty Lobby’s 
Spotlight tabloid frequently criticises 
Robertson and other Christian right per- 
sonalities such as Jerry Falwell because 
of their support for the state of Israel. 
Robertson’s recent deal with the 
Australian media mogul Rupert Murdoch 
sent shivers through Spotlight’s already 

quivering pages. 

‘Murdoch will pay $1.9 billion for 
Robertson’s International Family 
Network, which carries the “700 Club” 
chat show and broadcasts into over two 
dozen countries. In recent months 
Robertson was negotiating with the 
Lippo Group to gain access to television 
markets in China. The television network 
has been the linchpin of Robertson’s 
empire, which includes a university and a 
non-profit law centre in addition to 
Christian Coalition. It is unknown what 
Murdoch plans to do with the “700 Club” 
programme, but other broadcast enter- 
prises such as Paul Weyrich’s National 
Empowerment Television are certain to 
fill any vacuum that might be created on 
the far right. 


From our US correspondent 





Bigots in opposition 
After a federal election that saw the lowest 
turnout since 1896, the Reform Party is now 
Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition in Canada. 
After a campaign that tapped into the darker 
side of populism, it took 60 seats and 19 per 
cent of the popular vote, won entirely in west- 
ern Canada and mostly in rural areas. 

Even the leader of the Tories called them big- 
ots in the last days of the campaign. The party 
brought together an alliance between oil compa- 
nies, the gun lobby, western separatists and a 
wide range of far-right groups, which merged 
into an anti-Quebec campaign. The former lead- 
er of the Western Canada Concept (WCC) in the 
province of Alberta was re-elected as a Reform 
MP. The WCC, which was headed by the nazi 
lawyer Doug Christie, advocated an end to third 
world immigration in Canada. The next Liberal 
government will now face an opposition which 
has made its name with the large number of 
sexist, homophobic and racist remarks made by 
its MPs in recent history. 

In Quebec, the separatist Bloc Quebecois 
elected 44 MPs with 38 per cent of the vote, the 
lowest result for a separatist party in the 
province in almost 20 years. 


Resistance back in 
business 


Following major raids on Resistance Records in 
Canada and the USA in April, American offi- 
cials returned computers and 3,000 CDs to 
these peddlers of hate on 22 May. They now 
have a sales tax licence to operate in Michigan. 
However, criminal and tax charges may be laid 
in the coming weeks following police and 
Internal Revenue Service investigations. 

In Canada, time will tell if the raids were 
more than just window dressing. 

The neo-nazis are now going to the US 
Federal Court to prevent the list of their 200 
German subscribers being turned over to the 
German authorities. Ironically, Marianne 
Wannow, the German consul-general in Detroit, 
said that her government had not made a formal 
request for it. It seems the nazis are more aware 
of German laws against promoting hate than the 
German officials, or are the officials simply not 
interested? 


Zundel dominated 


Ernst Ziindel, the “fearless leader”, is still 
manoeuvring to keep himself away from the 
battle front. After coming to Canada to avoid 
the draft and fighting not to be returned to his 
German “Fatherland”, he is now hiding behind 
a Californian woman to keep out of court. 

Faced with charges under the Federal Human 
Rights Act for the contents of his Internet 
“Freedom Site”, Ziindel is claiming that he has 
no control over it. Yes, he is under the domina- 
tion of a “Web Master’, Ingrid Rimland from 
Carlsbad, California, and a British Columbian 
Webserver by the name of Bernard Klatt. 
According to his legendary lawyer, Doug 
Christie, “this is a battle between Germans and 
Jews”. The court has set a hearing for mid- 
October. 

Doug Collins, another “freedom fighter”, is 


facing charges in a British Columbia Human 
Rights Tribunal. The charges arise from dis- 
criminatory remarks he made in a column head- 
ed “Swindlers List” in a local paper, The 
NorthShore News. The hearing will be test case 
for new sections of the provincial human rights 
legislation. : 

Collins has the British Columbia Press 
Council on his side. He is trying to make it a 
“freedom of speech” issue and has vowed never 
to apologise for his remarks. But he admitted 
that he did use libel and related sections of the 
legislation against his opponents in the past. 
Collins is known for his regular columns attack- 
ing minorities and gay and lesbian rights and 
has his work has been reprinted in the nazi 
Journal for Historical Review. 


‘Odinist prince’ jailed 
Chris Newhook, a devoted Odinist and Heritage 
Front peddler, is back in the Big House. 
Newhook was sentenced to three years in prison 
on 10 charges, ranging from assault with a 
weapon to uttering death threats, for his part in 
the assault of students opposing his neo-nazi 
organising drive in southern Ontario in 1995. 

Newhook has been in and out of jail during 
his career with the nazi Heritage Front since 
1990. On one occasion Ziindel and his pals 
threw a party for his release and birthday, cap- 
tured in a documentary, days before he commit- 
ted another assault on one of his rampages in 
downtown Toronto. Newhook organised Odinist 
circles in jail in the past and goes by the nick- 
name of “the Tongue”. 


LAM exposed 


An investigative television documentary has 
exposed drug trafficking, physical abuse and 
fraud among the leadership of the World Anti- 
Fascist League (LAM). The French CBC pro- 
gramme Le Point revealed that the co-founder 
of this so-called anti-fascist group group was a 
convicted drug trafficker and died of a drug 
overdose at a private party held by the Rock 
Machines Biker gang, presently engaged in a 
huge battle with the Hells Angels in Quebec. 

His successor as vice-president of the group 
had a conviction for selling 500g of cocaine to 
two undercover police officers. On 11 March 
1996 he was sentenced to two years’ probation 
and banned for five years from possessing 
weapons, including even a knife. The convic- 
tion came after the testimony of one of his live- 
in girlfriends, who detailed physical abuse from 
1987 to 1994. She described how she was burnt 
with a blow lamp and cut with knives after an 
“interrogation” session from this individual. 

The programme, shown on 28 May, also 
detailed how some employees were locked out 
last summer, while the group was claiming to 
have six to 12 employees. It also revealed that 
the president of LAM acted the press attaché of 
the present Minister for Public Security during 
the last provincial election. It showed that since 
the election of the nationalist Parti Quebecois, 
the funding for the group not only resumed but 
increased. LAM’s president could not be inter- 
viewed as he was in Liberia as part of a UN 
observatory mission at the time. 


From our Canadian correspondent 
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ast month’s parliamentary election 
provides an excellent opportunity to 

assess the growth of xenophobia and 
authoritarian sentiments in France. When 
President Jacques Chirac dissolved the 
National Assembly and called an election a 
year early, his objective was to secure a stable 
conservative majority committed to forcing 
through the social and industrial changes 
demanded by European integration. 

He and the rest of the mainstream right also 
calculated that the election would be a chance 
to put the Front National (FN), led by Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, firmly in its place as a 
marginal political force. 

The EN, the reasoning went, was after all a 
small party and would not be able to get 
organised quickly enough to meet the chal- 
lenge of a snap election. This was a major 
miscalculation because the reverse happened. 
The conservatives lost heavily to Lionel 
Jospin’s Socialists and even lost ground to the 
EN, which won one seat. 

Since the presidential ballot of 1995, the 
EN had been steadily preparing for the parlia- 
mentary elections, scheduled for 1998. It had 
coined a new slogan “Neither left nor right 
but French!” in order to differentiate itself 
from the conservatives and to pose as the 
only alternative. 

The FN began earnestly to restructure its 
party machine at the end of 1995, a move that 
gave recognition to the increasing importance 
of Bruno Mégret, the FN’s second-in-com- 
mand, and emphasised his opposition to Le 
Pen. 

That year and 1996 saw a number of local, 
regional and parliamentary elections. They 
gave the FN the opportunity to test its poli- 
cies and organisational efficiency and, above 
all, to establish itself more deeply in the vot- 
ing districts and to root out weaknesses. Not 
least, the FN was able to sharpen its attacks 
on the conservative RPR-UDF government 
and to launch telling attacks on corruption, 
especially in its southern strongholds. 

Various reasons have been suggested for 
the FN’s frantic electoral activity during those 
two years. The party knows from experience 
that, when the right is in power, it tends to get 
pushed aside. When it started getting between 
18 and 20 per cent in opinion polls at the end 
of 1995, it began to smell success. Although 
support had dropped back to 14 to 15 per cent 
a year later, the FN was by then determined 
to maximise its efforts in the parliamentary 
elections. 

This showed in Le Pen’s changing attitude 
to the two-round voting system, which Le 
Pen had always labelled iniquitous. Such 
language suddenly disappeared and Le Pen 
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FN poll preparations bear fruit 














Elected: Jean-Marie Le Chevallier, 
mayor of Toulon. Former MP Marie- 
France Stirbois failed to make the 
second round 
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started describing the system as a “dike” that 
would yield and burst under the pressure of 
the FN and act as launch pad to propel his 
party into power. 

When the parliamentary elections were 
declared early, the decision, though very 
inconvenient, was not entirely a surprise to 
the FN, which was able to crank its electoral 
machine into operation quite quickly. 

For the first time, the fascists contested all 
570 constituencies. Eighty-five of its 100 cen- 
tral committee members and 36 of its 40 
political bureau members were candidates. 
The party also fielded a very large number of 
first-time candidates, many of whom were in 
their twenties. To back their campaigns and 
show that the FN had not been caught off 






guard, a massive and highly centralised 
propaganda operation was launched. 

Its two main themes were those that the 
party had been emphasising since 1995: a 
social policy centred on the idea of “national 
preference” and a foreign policy denouncing 
“globalisation” and the European Union. 
These policies enable the FN to make thinly 
veiled anti-Jewish conspiracy propaganda and 
argue for the importance of the “nation”. 

Although Le Pen did not stand as a candi- 
date — he has his one eye firmly fixed on the 
next presidential elections, hence his insistent 
demand for Chirac’s resignation — he never- 
theless led the campaign. However, the indi- 
cations are that the political weight of the FN 
is becoming less dependent on the party’s 
charismatic and volcanic chief and that its 
identity is being galvanised by other party 
leaders and officials. 

One of these is Mégret, who after the 
annulment of his own election victory in 
Vitrolles and the election of his wife as city 
mayor was determined on revenge. His cam- 
paign in Vitrolles was very aggressive and he 
enlisted the. active support of Daniel 
Simonpieri, the FN mayor of Marignane, pro- 
voking violent clashes on 23 May during a 
visit by the president of SOS Racisme. 

The FN’s number three, Bruno Gollnisch, 
fought a quieter campaign in Lyon as did the 
party’s former MP, Marie-France Stirbois, in 
Dreux. In the four cities where the FN has 
local government control, especially Toulon, 
the campaign was rather humdrum. 
Surprisingly, the election to parliament of the 
FN mayor of Toulon, Jean-Marie Le 
Chevallier, has not provoked any significant 
reaction, even from anti-fascists. 

Le Pen’s daughter, Marie-Caroline, stood in 
Mantes-la-Jolie, one of the poorest suburbs of 
Paris. Her campaign set the scene for one of 
the few media sensations of the election: a 
display of violent aggression by her father, 
assisted by an FN strong-arm squad, against 
the local Socialist MP and some anti-FN 
demonstrators. 

The results deserve serious analysis. The 
first round was a big shock for those who 
thought the FN’s vote would fall just because 
some journalists had predicted it. After a start 
in which the FN vote was being forecast at 14 
to 16 per cent, predictions fell to only 12 to 
13 per cent. In the event the FN took 3.7 mil- 
lion votes, giving the party 15.06 per cent. 

Proved wrong, the pollsters leapt to their 
own defence by pointing out that the FN’s 
vote was lower than the 15.1 per cent gained 
in 1995 and by highlighting the very high — 
36 per cent — level of abstentions. Both these 
facts are true but cannot mask the fact that the 


fascists’ performance was better by two per- 
centage points than in the 1993 parliamentary 
contest. The progress made by the fascists is 
the outcome of an unpleasant but undeniable 
fact, namely that the fascists have a firmly 
consolidated mass base of electoral support. 

One very revealing aspect that the analysts 
have generally ignored is the votes won by 
FN candidates who have contested the same 
constituency more than once. In 1993 only a 
quarter of the FN’s candidates had fought the 
same constituency in 1988. In 1997 the num- 
ber was almost double. In Paris, for example, 
46 out of the 99 candidates in 1997 had stood 
in 1993. 

This relative stability and end to the high 
turnover of FN candidates is itself a bad 
omen as it shows the party is becoming more 
integrated into the community. In Alsace the 
party came second throughout, with votes of 
between 22 and 25 per cent. Yvan Blot, the 
pagan FN political bureau member and inter- 
national link-man, increased his personal vote 
from 19 per cent in 1993 to 25 per cent in the 
1997 first round. Although the FN made little 
campaigning effort, the people of the Alsatian 


countryside voted massively for the fascists, 
whom they identify with tradition and order. 
It is evident that the massive anti-FN demon- 
stration in Strasbourg on 30 March did noth- 
ing to prevent that. 

The situation was similar in the Provence- 
Alpes-Céte d’ Azur region, where the FN very 
often took second place with scores of 
between 25 and 30 per cent. Mégret, who in 
1993 got 27.52 per cent, had no problem in 
getting through to the second round with 
35.45 per cent. Le Chevallier increased his 
first round vote over 1993 from 27.79 per 
cent to 32.39 per cent. 

It is clear that a majority of FN voters 
support the fascists because of their racist 
anti-immigration and “national preference” 
policies, rather than for the other elements of 
the party programme or because of the 
candidates’ personalities. This was confirmed 
by the 30.89 per cent of Marseille voters 
who supported Jean-Jacques Susini, a former 
killer in the murderous colonialist OAS dur- 
ing the Algerian war, despite, or perhaps 
because of, his past. Likewise, in Mantes-la- 
Jolie, Le Pen’s insipid daughter was still able 
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Nazi arsonists hit Lubeck church 


An arson attack at Whitsun has completely 
burnt out the interior of St Viceline’s Roman 
Catholic church in Liibeck. Prosecutors 
believe right-wing extremists were responsi- 
ble. Before setting fire to the building, the 
arsonists daubed five swastikas and the name 
of a local Protestant priest, Giinter Harig, on 
an outside wall. 

Father Harig and his congregation at the 
city’s Marienkirche have been sheltering an 
Algerian family who are seeking asylum in 
Germany. The priest and congregation of St 
Viceline’s were not involved in the sanctuary 
protest. 

The blaze at the church is the latest in a 
series of fascist terror attacks in Liibeck. The 
synagogue was set on fire in 1994 and 1995. 
In June 1995 a letter bomb posted from 
Austria, addressed to the deputy mayor, 
exploded in the town hall. In January 1996 
ten people were killed in a fire at a refugee 
hostel and in February this year a summer 
house in the grounds of the home of Liibeck’s 
Protestant bishop, Karl-Ludwig Kohlwage, 
was burnt and_ his 
. house daubed with 
swastikas. 

The trial in Liibeck 
of Safwan Eid on 
charges connected 
with the refugee hostel 
inferno was due to end 
in June. Anti-fascists 
regard the case against 
Eid, a hostel resident, 
as a frame-up and he 
was expected to be 
acquitted. The result 
will force the prosecut- 
ing authorities to take 
far more seriously wit- 
ness reports of fascists 
near the scene of the 
fire. Public pressure 
for such action has 


= 


Firefighters battle to save St Viceline’s church 


mounted steadily in recent months as the 
prosecution case against Eid has floundered. 

On the evening before the arson attack on 
St Viceline church, more than 150 nazis had 
held a meeting in nearby Bad Segeburg. Nazi 
activity in Schleswig-Holstein, particularly in 
Liibeck, has grown in recent months. 
According to the latest report of the internal 
security service, the Verfassungsschutz, the 
number of violent fascists in Schleswig- 
Holstein is estimated at around 250. 

The region has also been a stronghold of 
activity for the fascist Deutsche Volksunion 
(DVU), which pursues an electoral strategy. 
Although the DVU lost votes overall in elec- 
tions to the state parliament in March 1996, it 
nevertheless managed to gain as much as 6.8 
per cent in Liibeck. 

In response to the latest arson, more than 
700 people demonstrated against fascism in 
Liibeck, mobilised by the city’s very active 
and broad-based Alliance against Racism. A 
separate silent protest march went to the 
Marienkirche where a rally was held. 








to scoop up more than 28 per cent of the vote. 

The FN decisively wiped out any potential 
competitors on the far right. The newly 
formed Parti National Républicain got an 
average of only | per cent and the much- 
vaunted anti-European campaign of Phillip de 
Villiers rarely took more than 3 per cent. With 
133 of its candidates winning enough votes to 
go through to the second round, the FN’s 
domination of the extreme right looks 
complete. 

Although the FN won only one constituen- 
cy in the second round and key candidates 
such as Mégret and Stirbois were eliminated, 
the FN demonstrated that it now firmly repre- 
sents a sizable current of opinion. It lost 
mainly because the other parties formed anti- 
FN alliances, but nevertheless took 1,400,000 
votes. 

The mainstream right now knows the scale 
of the competition from the FN and is again 
afraid of it. Some elements, such as the ultra- 
conservative former Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua and de Villiers, are already weighing 
up or musing publicly about the possibility of 
alliances with the FN, the justification being 
the presence of Communists in Jospin’s new 
government. The FN — now France’s third 
party with an electoral base of over a million 
voters — will respond by doing its utmost to 
win over the MPs and activists of the main- 
stream right. 

This spreading fascist gangrene will prove 
a danger in the coming years, especially if 
predictions of the failure of the Socialist gov- 
ernment prove correct. It could mean the very 
real prospect of an extreme-right government 
in France for the first time since Vichy. 


AUSTRIA 


Man arrested for 
questioning over 
letter bombs 


Austrian police have made an arrest in con- 
nection with a series of fascist letter bomb 
attacks which have left several people dead 
and injured. One of the victims of the first 
bombs, which started in November 1993, was 
the mayor of Vienna, Helmut Zilk, whose left 
hand was mutilated when he opened a letter 
addressed to him. 

The arrested man, identified only as 
Gerhart P, is a 62-year-old computer engineer 
from Lower Austria. Police believe that he 
has information that might lead to the actual 
perpetrators of the bomb attacks. 

During the raid that led to the arrest, police 
seized hundreds of computer disks, tape- 
recordings, cipher books and material from 
police files which the man claimed were in 
his possession because of his “professional 
interest” in the letters claiming responsibility 
for the attacks. 

Most of the letters were signed by the so- 
called “Bajuwarische Befreiungsarmee- 
Salzburger Eidgenossenschaft”, but police 
investigations of this shadowy organisation 
have so far proved fruitless. Although the 
police are convinced that their suspect is well 
informed about the bomb attacks and their 
perpetrators, it is significant that no charges 
have yet been brought against him. 
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Fini under pressure from hardliners 


The recent centre-left election victories in 
Britain and France have not pleased 
Gianfranco Fini, the leader of the fascist 
Alleanza Nazionale (AN). His strategy of 
masquerading as a conservative looks ever 
more suspect and he has come under increas- 
ing pressure from within the AN’s ranks to 
jettison his alliance with the media tycoon 
Silvio Berlusconi and return to the more 
overtly fascist policies of the past. 

Fini’s opponents want to revert to the poli- 
cies that made the then MSI more like Jean- 
Marie Le Pen’s Front National. They are 
heavily influenced from outside the AN by 
Pino Rauti’s openly fascist MSI-Flame. 

November’s mayoral election in Rome 
could prove a flashpoint for the eruption of 
serious factional warfare. Depending on his 
prospects, Fini is considering standing against 
Francesco Rutelli, whom the Rome fascists 
call “the Jew mayor’. If Fini loses, the 
patience of those arguing for a harder line 
could be exhausted. 

The AN has already started a campaign to 
put itself back on the political map. In the 
AN-controlled town of Ostia, near Rome, fas- 
cists have been involved in a running battle 
with police about an illegal poster campaign. 
A local fascist leader interviewed by the press 
said: “After the Fuiggi congress [which trans- 
formed the MSI into the AN] we set out in a 
new direction, but that does not mean we 
have renounced our roots and traditions. Our 
challenge comes from afar but the future 
belongs to us. It is time to fight.” 

It is clear that Fini is under pressure from 
those who think the “Fuiggi experiment” has 
gone far enough and there should be a return 
to traditional fascist politics. In an interview 
with La Reppublica, Fini himself suggested 
that the time had come to change the constitu- 
tional provision prohibiting the creation of a 
fascist party. 

Fini estimates that his party now com- 
mands the support of 15 to 16 per cent of the 
electorate. Some of his factional opponents 
are convinced that, if a single fascist party 
emerged, at least half Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia vote could be won over and the fascists 
could be Italy’s biggest single party. 

What the AN lacks is a strategy for raising 
tension on the streets. Fascist violence has 
grown in recent weeks and some AN activists 
have started to move back among the Rome 
football hooligans, but so far the AN seems to 
be a nervous spectator of the dramas of other 
forces on the ultra-right. This has been high- 
lighted by the links between the hard-core 
nazi elements, whom Fini wants to curb, and 
secessionist extremists in the north. 

On 10 May, a gang of nine men, armed 
with a machine gun, stormed the symbolic 
San Marco church tower to press the case for 
northern separatism. One was a former MSI 
member from the 1980s. Active in building 
solidarity for the men, whose action resulted 
in their arrest, is Gioventti Nazionale, a group 
of nazi thugs for whom even Rauti’s MSI- 
Flame was too moderate. 

The leader of Gioventii Nazionale, Paolo 

_Caratossidis, has called for an alliance 
between separatists and fascists who, he says, 
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hold similar beliefs against a multiracial 
society, mixed marriages and abortion, and in 
favour of taking back the Istrian peninsula. 

It is these kinds of ideas that Fini cannot 
cast off and which unite him with the terror- 
ists and men of violence who have kept such 
a low profile in recent years. Their silence 
indicated a willingness to give Fini’s strategy 
a chance, but now their voices are beginning 
to be heard again. 


Gladio revelations 
embarrass fascists 


The ongoing Italian government investigation 
into the illegal “Gladio” secret army networks 
is proving increasingly embarrassing to the 
extreme right. New documents reveal that 
Gianfranco Fini’s predecessor as leader of the 
fascist MSI, the deceased Giorgio Almirante, 
received large-scale funding from both Italian 
and US business and political circles. 

The MSI is alleged to have received mil- 





Former SS major Karl Hass: built up 
“stay-behind” sabotage units for the 
US Counter Intelligence Corps 


lions of dollars from the Italian subsidiary of 
Gulf Oil and a donation of $1 million 
(£610,000) from the former US president 
Richard Nixon’s private slush fund, the 
Committee to Re-elect the President, on 12 
November 1971, as a “thank you” for the help 
given to his election campaign by two MSI 
MPs, Franco Servello and Raffaele Delfino. 
These donations played a big part in ensuring 
the long-term survival of the MSI. 

Other documents discovered in the Gladio 
archives have shed fascinating new light on 
the postwar career of former SS major Karl 
Hass, who, with Erich Priebke, is currently on 
trial for the mass murder of 335 people in the 
Ardeatine Caves in 1944. 

Hass was questioned about his role in 
Gladio in July last year and transcripts have 
now been published. In the first interview, 
Hass outlined how he helped build up “stay- 
behind” sabotage units that would function 
under Allied occupation of Italy. 

One of his key contacts was the Italian fas- 
cist Prince Borghese, whose murderous “X- 
Mas” killing squad he helped to train. In 1970 
Borghese was behind a coup attempt aimed at 
destroying Italian democracy and installing a 
fascist military dictatorship. 


When he was arrested after the war, Hass 
was taken over by the US Counter 
Intelligence Corps (CIC), which was later 
incorporated into the CIA. After being briefed 
in Austria, Hass was escorted back to Italy 
with US military documents and wearing US 
army uniform to begin work as an “analyst”, 
alongside Almirante. He was paid $1,000 a 
month. 

Later Hass was directly handled by the 
Italian Interior Ministry, which employed him 
as an intelligence officer under the protection 
of the former fascist policeman Umberto 
Federico D’Amato. D’Amato headed the 
Italian secret police until the mid-1980s and 
was a Vital figure in the Gladio apparatus. 


From our Italian correspondent 


SWEDEN 


Former VAM leader 
takes up pen 


Klas Lund, a former leading member of 
White Aryan Resistance (VAM), appears to 
have abandoned plans to form a new white 
guerrilla movement in favour of more intel- 
lectual pursuits. After a few years of relative 
inactivity, his name has appeared as editor of 
a new Swedish nazi monthly called 
Folktribunen (The People’s Tribune) 

The tabloid paper, published by Johan 
Hagglund, looks a cut above the usual rub- 
bish produced by the various nazi groups. At 
least one member of the editorial board seems 
able to read, spell and put semantically cor- 
rect sentences together. However, the con- 
tents break no new ground. 

The first issue, which appeared in May, 
devotes a page to the ramblings of Andrew 
MacDonald, alias William Pierce, author of 
the nazi novels The Turner Diaries and 
Hunter. The Turner Diaries, which the FBI 
described as a “‘terrorist’s bible”, has become 
one of the ideologically most important 
pieces of nazi literature in the past decade. 
The book, which tells the story of a fictitious 
terrorist underground . organisation which 
engaged in mass murder of “race-traitors”, 
Jews and blacks, was a favourite of the con- 
victed Oklahoma bomber Timothy McVeigh. 

Other stories in Folktribunen accuse the 
political establishment of treason, and televi- 
sion of “indoctrinating” the people — the usual 
nazi fare. Folktribunen is the mouthpiece of 
the National Youth, a recently formed organi- 
sation which is trying to pick up the pieces of 
the defunct National Alliance, the Reich 
Front and various small nazi outfits. 

The most interesting aspect of the launch of 
Folktribunen is the involvement of Lund. 
Considered by many as a “martyr” and “true 
leader” of Sweden’s militant nazis, Lund has 
kept a low profile following his most recent 
release from prison. He was thought to have 
helped his old brother-in-arms, Christopher 
Rangne, while Rangne was forming the 
grandiose fiasco that called itself the National 
Alliance last year, although much to the dis- 
appointment of several boneheads Lund 


reportedly took no active part in the organisa- 
tion and Rangne himself was just not up to it. 

Lund began his career as a bonehead thug 
in the mid-1980s. He came to prominence 
when, on Midsummer’s Eve 1986, he partici- 
pated in the brutal murder of Ronny Landin, a 
20-year-old who intervened when skinheads 
were harassing immigrant children. Lund was 
one of three skinheads convicted and sen- 
tenced for the killing, in which Lund was 
viciously kicked and beaten to death. 

After serving only a couple of years behind 
bars, Lund briefly took up a position as a 
caretaker of the skinhead barracks at the “Ice 
House”, a community-sponsored project 
aimed at keeping problem youngsters off the 
streets. Despite initial good intentions, the Ice 
House rapidly became a government-funded 
headquarters for the militant nazi movement. 

In April 1991, Lund was back in action as a 
founder member of the notorious VAM 
organisation, which took its cue from its ter- 
rorist counterparts in the US-based Order. 
Four VAM activist launched the “holy racial 
war” by hijacking a Stockholm police station, 
carrying off some 40 Sig-Sauer automatic 
guns. The police hunt for the perpetrators 
lasted until the following August, when Lund 
and Rangne were eventually arrested follow- 
ing a successful bank robbery. Lund was con- 
victed while Rangne was inexplicably found 
innocent. 


1 in 8 teenagers like 
white power music 


A remarkable number of young schoolchil- 
dren in Sweden have had contact with racist 
propaganda and are listening to white power 
music, and the Internet and stickers are the 
most usual means for racist organisations to 
establish contacts with the young. 

Those are two of the conclusions of a year- 
long government study into young people’s 
attitudes towards democracy and the spread- 
ing of racist propaganda. The long awaited 
study was compiled by Dr Helene Loow and 
Stephane Bruchfeld, under the guidance of 
Professor Anders Lange at Stockholm 
University. 

The researchers interviewed 8,000 students 
aged between 12 and 20. They found that: 

@ 7.8 per cent said they had read at least 
some racist magazines. Since such magazines 
are not readily available on the open market, 
this figure is surprisingly high. 

@ 17.1 per cent had had contact with some 
form of racist material, usually through 
posters, stickers and by way of friends. 

@ 12.2 per cent often listen to white power 
or racist music. 

A surprising finding was that as many as 
4.8 per cent had their first contact with racist 
material through teachers in school. 

Another aspect of the study investigated 
attitudes towards antisemitism. It found that a 
significant 8.1 per cent of the students were 
unsure, at least to some degree, whether the 
Holocaust had ever happened, and that 12 per 
cent believe to some extent that “Jews have 
too much influence in the world”. More then 
20 per cent believe that the Holocaust is dis- 
cussed too much. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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Stockholm’s nazi headquarters at the ‘Ice House’, where Lund acted as caretaker 
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NORWAY 


Thugs line up to stand for parliament 


Norway’s two racist parties, the Hvit 
Valgallianse (HV) and the Fedrelandspartiet, 
have completed preparations for their cam- 
paign for September’s national parliamentary 
elections. Some of their candidates are well 
known to anti-fascists and shatter even the 
slightest claims to electoral respectability. 

The HV (White Electoral Alliance), which 
is fielding candidates in three counties, and 
its convicted racist leader Jack Erik Kjuus, 
have put together a cocktail of fascists, anti- 
semites and thugs. The HV’s candidates 
include Ole Krogstad, leader of the nazi Boot 
Boys leader and vocalist for the nazi band 
“Vidkun’s Venner”’. The 32-year-old bone- 
head lout is also a convicted bomber. 

Standing alongside him are Ole Misver, a 
notorious antisemite, Bastian Heide, a con- 
victed racist and former propaganda chief of 
the nazi Norsk Front in the 1970s, and Jan 
@degaard, a former Norsk Front/Nasjonalt 
Folkeparti leader. @degaard was convicted 
for his role in a fascist bomb attack on a 
mosque in Oslo in 1985. Another convicted 
criminal on the HV list is Fred Ove Olsen, 
who has convictions for a string of offences 
including violence, threats and car theft. 

Also standing is the veteran nazi bonehead 
Pal Eriksen, who provided a safe house for 
the German  Freiheitliche | Deutsche 


Arbeiterpartei (FAP) nazi Lars Burmeister in 
Hokksund in 1996. Burmeister, who was later 
deported, was on the run from the police, 








The violent nazi leader, Eirik Solheim: 
his associates 





after being charged with other FAP thugs 
over a brutal attack on anti-fascists in Berlin 
in which one man was blinded. 

Since launching his recent “ethnic cleans- 
ing” programme — for which he was convict- 
ed in February this year — Kjuus seems to 
have abandoned any attempt to present a 
respectable face to voters. The presence of so 
many old and young nazis on his candidates’ 
list indicates a definite turn towards full- 
blown national socialism. 

Not to be outdone by the HV, Harald 
Trefall’s Fedrelandspartiet has also managed 
to dredge up the scum for its candidates’ list. 
Arnljot Moseng, who is standing in Oslo, has 
played a leading role in the party’s youth 
organisation and has been behind several 
failed attempts to build nazi computer bul- 
letin boards. 

He was also involved, along with another 
Fedrelandspartiet candidate, Bjarne Martin 
Pettersen, in the nazis’ abortive attempt to 
establish a clubhouse and headquarters in 
Oslo. This scheme ended with the arrest of 79 
nazis in February 1996. Prominent in the 
clubhouse affair were members of the hard- 
core nazi group Viking, led by Eirik Ragnar 
Solheim. Andreas Wang, an associate of 
Solheim and one of the fascists arrested in 
February 1996, is also on the party’s candi- 
dates’ list in Oslo. 

In contrast to the HV, the Fedrelandspartiet 
is standing in all 19 counties, but this cannot 
be seen as a sign of strength because some 
candidates are on the list in several counties. 

The racist-populist Progress Party has 
promised to make immigration a key cam- 
paigning issue in the election and, as a result, 
the two overtly racist parties are likely to find 
themselves squeezed. 

The HV and Fedrelandspartiet are not 
expected to run high profile campaigns. 
Recent adverse publicity about the terrorist 
ambitions of Norway’s nazis would seem to 
preclude that. They are unlikely to achieve 
more than 0.5 per cent of the vote but they 
could benefit from a post-election recruitment 
boost from the anti-immigrant sentiment 
whipped up by the Progress Party. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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A TUC free festival celebrating 
cultural and racial diversity, with 
Fun Lovin’ Criminals 

Luciano 

The Specials 

Dreadzone 

Audioweb 

Fun-da-Mental 

Franki Oliver 

Maroon Town 

Los Charangueros 

Findlay Quaye 


Two national trade unions have called upon their 
branches to affiliate to TUFS as part of their anti- 
racist policy. Affiliations from local and regional 
branches are picking up momentum and very 
soon we shall be celebrating our first 100 
members. 

The latest issue of TUFS News includes reports 
on trade union anti-racist activities and 
preparations for Respect 97. The next issue will 
be a special TUC Conference edition. 

TUFS will share a stall with Searchlight at 
Respect 97, which promises to be the ‘Suis anti- 


Saturday 12 July, noon until 9pm 
Victoria Park, 


ect festival 97 












Tower Hamlets, London E3 With the general election barely 
over, the fascists are already 
swinging back into action at coun- 
cil by-elections. 

In London’s East End Vic 
Dooley is standing for the British 
National Party in Moorfields 
Ward, Hackney on 10 July. This is 
an area where Oswald Mosley’s 
prewar blackshirts had a strong 
following. At the general election 
the BNP polled 531 votes, 1.57 per 
cent. 


Two music stages, community 
performance stage, dancing, lots of 
children’s entertainment, exhibitions, 
campaign stalls, food, beer tents 


Something for all the family 





Getting there 


Tube: Bethnal Green, 
Mile End 


BR: Hackney Wick 
Buses: D6, 8, 25, 26, 
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In the Midlands Sharron 


Edwards, an officer in the National 
Democrats (formerly the National 
Front), is standing on 10 July in 
Hately Heath Ward. The ward is in 
the West Bromwich West con- 
stituency where her husband stood 
against the Speaker of the House 
of Commons at the general elec- 


: Phe re tion. In the traditional absence of 
Trade union branches are invited to join TUFS mainstream party opponents to the 


for £50 a year, for which they will receive Speaker, Stephen Edwards took 
Searchlight every month, updates on trade union 4,181 votes, which at 11.39 per 
related issues, special rates for training, education 
and future publications and Searchlight 
Educational Trust’s widely acclaimed handbook 
When hate comes to town. Get your branch to 
join. Details and application forms from 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, London 
WIM 83JR, tel 0171 284 4040. 














racist event of the year. We will be very happy to 
meet trade union friends old and new. 


cent of the poll was the highest 
fascist vote in the country. 

The BNP has already expressed 
an intention to fight the Uxbridge 
parliamentary by-election, which 
will probably be held in autumn 





@ What an you do if ae end fawcist activities ateee your community? 
e@ yal een ae eid victims ofr racist attacks? 


ps How can you | educate your SnMdUnty about the aaaders of racial hatred? 
@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 


‘Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 
experience | of figt ong racism and fascism to produce this 


200 pages of inonnanon on ve history of racism and 
fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. It 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists 


everywhere. This book is proving to be 


the essential 


reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to 


violence. 


| enclose payment of £ 


Order your copies now When hate comes to town. 
oidanigattons OG y RA p&p ie Please send orders with your payment, including 
pigs: postage, to 
tie a lids re i . Lae 4 Searchlight Educational Trust 


37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 


‘Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. Ls 1 Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 
_ Payment with orders eee 
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